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ADVERTISE ENT. 
THE great ſcarcity of religious books, 


.  tolerabl ly adapted to the capacities of 
children, wil, it is humbly preſumed, 
| be permitted to plead ſufficient excuſe 

La the publication of the follywing © 
| frets. And the neceſſity. of rendering 
ſerious ſubje#s pleaſing, if they are in 
any degree expected to be benefigial 8 
be youthful. mind, will, the Author 
| Ekewiſe hopes, obviate every objection 
| that might by the moſt ſcrupulous, be 
j raiſed to the manner choſen to intro- 
duce them, 
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THOEVER © you are, 


Inis little book into your 
* Fand, I hope you intend to 


Fead it with a ſincere de- 
hre of being inſtructed in 
Four duty, both towards 

Pod and man; and a fixed 
4 en to endeavour 
to practice what ſhall there 
be taught you. Other- 
pile you _— as well lay it - 
4 8 down 


To my Voune Re4D3ns, I 


that have now taken 


———_—_— _—  — — 


g 


ford neither profit or : 


intend to be GOOD CHILF 
DREN 
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down again ; as it will a 


C. | 


muſement to thoſe, who di 
not in earneſt wiſh, an N 


n /BT-TERS, Ge. 
7 : 


L E 5 x 7 E R 1. 
dm Mrs, OxpD to Maſter Ton AS Onv. 


OU defired me, my dear 
boy, to write to you, and 
you know, did your ſiſte rs. 
Pw, as I have not time to write 
eperate letter to each of you by 

e lame poſt, I ſhall ſometimes 

4 hd to one, and ſometimes to 


the 


r — 


10 LETTERS om a 
the other; and you muſt rey 
them together, and conſider WH 
1 ſhall ſay to one, as addreſſed In 
all: for, believe me, you all Ini 
qually ſhare my moſt tender loſha 
and regard; nor can any thithy 
ever make me feel more affe 
tion towards one than to anothqſt 
but poſſeſſing ſuperior goodnel du 
and that undoubtedly will alwaſhin 
gain molt love from every bodfbt 
But even on this account I aan 
ſure I have no reaſon to preſf If 
one before the other; you aÞ | 
all ſo equally good; fo dutiffen 
to your papa and myſelf; ſo folffel 
of, and kind to each other; abu 
ſo civil and obliging to all; thfaſe 
it would be a very difficult taſkþo 
determine which is the he chilgnf 
| conſequentf 


Mork fo her CHILDREN. 1 
reSonſequently you muſt equally 
Hare my heart amongſt. you. 
d nd, O! could you, my dear 
1 Bhildren, know how anxiouſly 
lofhat heart prays, and wiſhes for 
Nour welfare, how all my thoughts 
fee employed in conſidering the 
theeſt means to inſtruct, and make 
eu happy, I am ſure you would 
walink the utmoſt you could do 
oMſdt too much to*'repay ſuch con- 
| Aant care and ſolicitude. 
reif If ever you ſhould: come to 
1 parents yourſelves, you will 
itiſßſen know what it is we now 
folfel for yon; but till that time, 
; aÞu' can form no idea of the 
© tifaſeleſs anxiety of our hearts 
aſkÞon your account, nor how 
hinſtantly you employ all our 
ien a thoughts. 


— . << 
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thoughts. Whilſt you, m b 
are faſt aſleep on your beds: P. 
getful of us and of yourſelw 
'we ſpend whole hours convert ſh 
about you, or praying the FF 
mighty God to bleſs, preſery 

and keep you. And whilſt, K 
gaged in your youthful ſpolf” 

you paſs your time free from e i 
ry care, we are buſily emplog": 
in planning ſchemes for yF- 
farther improvement in knof” 
ledge and virtue, or in provide 
for your preſent wants. In tha 
not a minute in the day paſſesp® 
which we do not think of yt 
when preſent with you, you « 
ploy our whole attention in I 
ſerving all your words and ach nd 
and When abſent, let us be * 

a what} 


* 


ne 


— 


4 


Morkrz to her CHIUDREN. © 13 


Poſtant employment of our 
houghts, is your welfare; and 


god, and happy. 

Thus for your ſakes we 1555 
aurſelvesß, and make it the 
hief buſineſs of our lives to pro- 
ide for you, Think then how 
ngrateful muſt be thoſe chil- 
gen, who after receiving ſo much 
Findneſs from their parents, prove 
ppdutiful and wicked, and, by 


are and trouble their fathers 
nd mothers have beſtowed upon 
Sem, from the moment they 
ere firſt born, quite ineffectual 


by mulſt it give a parent, after 


— 


( 


Fhatever company we may, the 


Shether you are at that time well 


heir ill behaviour render all the 


Id vain. What dreadful ſor- 
* * | B Farin 


8 LETTERS fran a 
having taken ſo much pains; 
make its child happy and 2 
to ſee it turn out wicked, 
conſequently miſerable - för, | 
lieve me, my dears, nobody e / 
is wicked can ever feel happy. 
God has ſo made our hea ip 
that they can never enjoy 
true comfort, unleſs they 1 
innccent and virtuous. Ay 
though wicked people may ſomou 
times laugh, and appear to ui! 
very merry; ſtill, in their og; 
minds, they muſt always be veahe 
wretched, as you yourſelves mfg a 
know, by that uneaſineſs nuf 
conſtantly feel if at any tit. 1 
you have been naughty, and $yjl 
bliged your papa or, myſelf Þ 7; 
be angry with you, At thqpere 

Ve | 2 tin ö 


m 
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S mes, you know, you are always 
ncomfortable ; and though ſome- 
Ames you very. fooliſhly. diſlike 
W own it, ſtill your own hearts 
gel it, and you find it impalli- 
Y-I/e to be really cheerful 7 
"PPpy- 

i Theſe 8 feelings; 
y dears, are ſent into Four hearts 
Aly the Almighty God, to warn 
mou of the ſad. e of 
" Fvilt, and to teach you, that un- 
on a vou are good, you can never 
> happy. And the more wick- 
d a perſon is, ſo much the more 

U uſt they feel the ſtings, (that 
tis 1 mean the wuneaſineſs) of a 
1 wilty conſcience. 

If this preſent life was all we 
NC ere made for, even then it 
in B 2 Vould 


3 Lz TVT ERS from-a 
weuld be by much the beſt te} 
be good; and thoſe who were ſaffide 
would have many advantages monPpe, 
than the wicked. But, my deaple: 
children, when we conſider thafve 
| this life is but a ſtate to prepanſſve: 
us for another, and that we ſhalfhi 
be either happy or miſerable fon! 
ever, according as we now bepai 
have ourſelves ; ' what can ber 
greater folly, than for the ſakgor: 
of ſome trifling pleaſure, whichhe 
will ſoon be over, to behave ſpel 
as to make God angry with ugFe! 
and to forfeit the joys of heaſin 
ven, which would continue forfert 
ever and euer? _ 
Can any pleaſures in this worldſen 
do you. think, be worth ſuch por 
purchaſe ? Every body likes tÞ- 


„ i 


MoTHER to her CHIIDRENV. 17 
te pleaſed and happy !- Only con- 
ider then how delightful it mult 
de, to be happy forever; to be 
pleſſed far more than we can now 
hatven fancy or ſuppoſe ; to enjoy 
ry thing we can wiſh, every 
hing that can pleaſe or delight us. 
n Heaven we ſhall ſuffer no more 
hain or uneaſineſs, we ſhall ne- 
er feel any kind of ſickneſs or 
akforrow; we ſhall never more feel 
icſyhe anguiſh of parting from our 
e Peloved friends, or the grief of 
ueeing them ſuffer pain, or any 
reaFind of diſtreſs. But all ſhall be 
forgertue, joy, and pleaſure ; uneaſi- 
peſs ſhall never be felt in hea» 
ridjen, but perfect happineſs be the 
ch portion of thoſe who are admit- 
id into it for all eternity; never, 
F | B 3 never 


* 
* 
"= 


light us, to encourage us 


ty and wicked, he has aſſt 


18 LeTTERS from 2 
never to end. O! my dearfen 


what a proſpect is this to dqpu 
dt 


all times to do our duty, al 
to obey all the commandmenſuc 
of God: for unleſs we do obgind 
them, theſe joys ſhall, never i: 
granted to us. It is to the goqpai 
and virtuous alone that God hee 
promiſed to beſtow ſuch happpot 
meſs; whilſt thoſe who are nangheer 

4 
us in the ſcriptures, ſhall Fol 
turned into Hell; that place re 
_ dreadful torments prepared rc 
ſinners: where the pains there 


Mall ſuffer who in this woſfth 
have been wicked, far exceed at 
miſery we can now thin or 
There, inſtead, of, as in HP"! 
oF ; 11 


Mornen t ber Cüilbkkx. 19 


earſen, having all ſickneſs and ſor- 
Iby removed from us, we ſhall 
s got have one ſingle moment's 
ce; but ſhall be tormented to 
1enfuch a va degree, that no pains 
obgnd diſtreſs on earth are equal to 
r t: and yet you know, the little 
gocpain you have felt when you have 
een ill, or fallen down, or had 
our teeth drawn, have made you 
ery. uncomfortable, and you 
[urgrould not like to ſuffer it all 
1 Four lives. Conſider then how 
de Hreadful it muſt be, to endure ſuch 
{prodigious torments as thoſe that 
here inflicted in Hell for ever. And 
woſthen think, my dears, whether 
1 apt can ever be worth your while, | 
c For the ſake of any pleaſure | 
Hyrbis world can give, to make God | 
vy angry 


pf 
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angry with you, and to loſe tho 
joys he has prepared for t 
righteous. No! my dear chil 
dren, be aſſured nothing in th 
world can ever make amends fa 
the loſs of his favor; for unlef 
he is pleaſed with us, we mu 
be miſerable forever. Earneſt 
therefore endeavour to ſecure h 
love now in the days of yolking 
_ and that you may eafil Put 
; for he is a merciful and kingree 
Being, who delights in the haprea 
pineſs of all his creatures ; anfim 
will obſerve with pleaſure eveiſlece 
action you perform that is righppve 
Remember, Pak dear childrethag 
Sed conſtantly ſees you, and knovwp (1 
all your thoughts, words, and atfin 
tions. Ves! he is perfectly ac « 

; | quaint 


„ i 
— — 


Ouainted with all your thoughts - 
tihnd (though we your parents can- 
Wot) he will certainly puniſb you 
nor them if they are naughty; 
ind greatly reward you, if they 
leſre good, and ſuch as they ought 
Wh be. Every word alſo that you 
\ittter is known to him, and much 
hoes he abhor all angry and un- 
Olfind expreſſions ; all kind of diſ- 


1 —„-— 


MorgrR t ber Chill DpREN. 21 


ililputes and quarrelling ; all diſa- 


ingreements with any of our fellow 
12Preatures is very diſpleaſing to 
afim, as 1s likewiſe every kind of 
veleceit and lying. Whoſover 


ghÞbveth and maketh a lie,” he | 


Tellas told us in the ſcriptures, 


LOVE ſhall not be admitted into the 


2, 


ngdom of Heaven.” Be great- 


ac careful therefore to guard a- 


nth . 1 gainſt 


% 


\ RR . — — — — — — 


——— —— ———————.—.——ñññ i Ä ! 


22 + LETTERS: from a 


gainſt this fin, which will proyþd 


ſo fatal to your eternal happineſ#t! 


and never ſuffer the example En, 
others to tempt you to be guilt tte 
of ſo great a crime, fince the Ae. 


mighty has politively declared il 


abhorrence of it. 


All your actions alſo ws Me 


ſerved by God; be ſure then ne li 


vet to do any thing that i is wronfak 
or diſpleaſing to him; on tl Ut 


cContrary, make it the chief bu 
ſineſs of your lives to obey ar e 


ſerve him faithfully, and gaffel 
his favor, which is better thame 
life itſelf. So ſhall you ps rn 
your days on earth in 
and comfort; ſhall meet dea 
with pleaſure, and not, lil 


wicked people, be afraid of it} 


” 


L„„„—r³ r 


Morurs to her CHIIDRDN. 23 
ond after death you ſhall be ad- 
eſSitted into the kingdom of Hea- 
en, where you ſhall enjoy un- 
ilterable pleaſures and delights 
AMrevermore. Adieu, my beloved 
ildren, may the conſideration 
theſe important things ſo 
ell upon your minds, as to 
nchfluence your whole lives, and 


onbake you earneſtly endeavour at 


til times to do thoſe things which 
bu think to be right. And may 
aufe Almighty bleſs, direct, and 
you in his favor, from this 
me forth, and forever. So moſt 
pap"neſtly prays, | 


Nur affeflionate mother, 
ELIZz. ORD. 


* | 
- \ : 
1 
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as + 


LET TN U. 7 
f oy. Ord to Miſs Mary ORD, 


HIS time, 'my dear Mary 

think I muſt addreſs zal 
letter to you; and the next ti 4 
I write, , Hannah ſhall have & 
from me; but indeed, whill ve 
am here, I have not much tine 
to myſelf; or you ſhould all h Ive 
letters every week.  { 
- You deſired me, when I ca | 
away, to write about good, Pan 
you called it, I hope thereſfeve 
my laſt ſatisfied you upon / pm 
ſubject; and moſt gladly ſhaÞpre: 


| ny with, your requeſt, 9 
8 V. 


MoTHER to her CHILDREN. 25 
ives me infinite pleaſure to find 
tou ſo defirous of being in- 
Kructed in thoſe things, which | 
e indeed of the greateſt im- 
ortance for us all to be well 
quainted with; for unleſs we 
e informed of our duty, how 
jall we be able ever. to per- | 
tiprm it as we ought: and with- 1 

| 

| 


gut we do perform it, we can 
ilfgever be happy here or hereafter ;- 
tijnce the only way to make our- 
h&lves comfortable in this world, 
ſecure felicity in the next, is 
caÞ be good, and obey the com- 
d, pandments of God. And be- 
reſſeve me, my dear children, © His 
, /Pmmandments,” as the ſcrip- 
(haÞres 'expreſs it, are not grieu- 
„ . That is, are not difficult. to 
8 Vor. * 13 be. 
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26 LETTERS from 4 
be performed, or contain nothing ou 
that will' give us pain to practice: * 
on the contrary, to worſhip anqᷓ it 
obey God, to love him with alf for 
our hearts, with all our ſoulsſ the 
and with all our ſtrength ; an eye 
to love our fellow creatures af cor 
ourſelves, that is, always to de per 
unto them, as we would ourfof 
ſelves like to be done unto, areas, 
ſo far from being things harqf 
for us to do, that no one witlSnei; 
a good dr ſpoſition can avoid compre; 
_- plying with them. For how ex er, 
tremely ungrateful muſt be thahgj; 
heart, which can reflect ups inc 
God, and not love him. geit 
* God, my dears, is the Linde] urſ; 
and beft of beings. It was Gohoſt 
who made us; we did not mak;eart 
__  ourlelvei 
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J ourſelves. It is God who, provides 
Jus with every thing we have; 
Tit is God who makes corn to grow 
Nor our food, and who makes 
Ithe ſheep and oxen we eat, and 
\Fevery living thing: without his 
Aconſtant care of us we mult all 
IAperiſh, for it is not in the power 
of the wiſe/ or richeſt perſon upon 
rSearth to procure one mouthful 
rGof food, or one drop of drink: 
Ulineither could we make abt, or 
mpreate darkneſs : ſummer and win- 
-XYer, day and night are by his ap- 
hapointment, and without his aſſiſ- 
doance we could do nothing, 
Peither ſhould we be any thing 
de urſelves. Is it not therefore 
20Moſt natural to love with all our 
128Fearts, ſo „ind and good a Being? 
vel 5 EY We 


| | 


| but no friends, no parents can pol 
| fibly be ſo kind, or take Ha, ie 
much care of us as God. Whet 


28 LzTTERS from a 
We love our friends becauſiſ p 

they are kind to us, and our pay m 

rents becauſe they take care of us g. 


wee are little babies, our parentg ch 
and friends carry us in their arma to 


bread which little babies eat, ini to 
' blood, and fleſh, and bones, anean 


his aſſiſtance, no parent by onfand 


and feed us with the food theſ of 
think beſt for us: this they put ing ſec 
to our ny but it is God wh to 


turns it\ into nouriſhment, anging 


makes it agree with us: it is Go ing 
who changes the milk and thfas 


bair, and nails, and all the varioſthe 
parts of their bodies, which coniſ to 
nually keep growing; and withoſun! 


puttiq 


ſe} putting victuals into a child's 
a mouth, could poſſibly make it 
8 


grow, and each day become 


if ſtronger and ſtronger. Do you 
ſi think, my loves, it is in the 


ell power of any parent to make a 


at child al, or to give it a ſingle 
as} tooth? No! theſe are the works 
ze of God, though by their being 
inf ſeen ſo frequent, people are apt 
hi to forget that they are his do- 


ing children to talk, and to walk, 
o do ſo: when in reality we 


offither; than we can make the blind 


nifto ſee, or the dead to breath, 


zofunleſs be ſtrengthens their limbs, 
onſÞnd forms their tongues to dg 
tink C 3 1 
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ings. And we talk about teach- 
as if it was in our own, power 


can no more make them do ei- 


30 LETTERS from a 
ſo. Neither unleſs he is pleaſedfo: 
to bleſs them with ſenſe and une 
der ſtanding, can we ever affordfſof 
| them any inſtruction. This weſof 
may all be convinced of, by ob«fher 
ſerving the ſtate of thoſe.unhappyſſfrit 
perſons who are born what ist 
called idiots; that is, without anyſull 
capacity of reaſoning, or learning vo 
any thing more than when theyſwh 
are firſt born. Thanks be tohe 
God! ſuch caſes do not ver 
frequently; happen but yet och 
ten enough to convince us, thalffeve 
no care or diligence of a child be 
patents or friends, can - either 
make it uiſe, or make it bear ufa 
or ſpeak, or ſee, or walk, unleſſſmi 
God Almighty is pleaſed to 
| aſſiſt - their endeavours by his ; 

£ | power? 


— 


— 


— — ... 
* 


| 
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wer. I have in my life been 
wequainted with three or four 
q ff theſe unhappy perſons, one 
reef which was a young man 

Js m large fortune ; ſo that his 
friends could afford to have all 
is Poſſible care taken of him, and 
l forts of maſters to endea- 
'g your to inſtruct him. But, alas! 
what benefit could he reap from 
heir inſtructions, when He want 
A ſenſe ſufficieat to underſtand 
f what they ſaid. He could never 
en be taught to talk, though 
de could hear what was ſaid, and 
neſould ſpeak ſingle words, like an 
ar ant 6 firſt beginning to 
lelmitate different ſounds. 
He however was not ſo bad 


another | knew, as he was 
able 


, 


hi 


ver! 


3 LirT EAS from @ 1 
able to walk and feed himſelſ ( 
whereas the other, had no moe. 
power to help himſelf, than e 
the firſt moment of his birth 
but growing too big to be key} | 
in lap, was obliged to be tiqquff 
into his chair, to prevent hive: 
falling out of it, not having ſen 
enough to fit upright and ſtil: 
He was alſo obliged to be fe el 
like a child, not knowing 'hoſind 
to uſe his hands: and . mnd 
was hungry, being unable to althe 
for victuals, he made a moſt dilllide 
mal crying noiſe ; he likewifmp 
uſed to drivel as babies you knaſſtho! 
do: and in ſhort, in no one ih 
ſtance, diſcovered more ſenſe tir 
they do at a day old. nof 


0 


6 


6 MoTHER fo her CHILDREN. 33 
Only think, my dear children, 
o.] dreadful a ſtate this muſt 
e! I could tell you of one or 
hSwo more | have ſeen, but thoſe 
ef have already mentioned are 
ticqufficient, I hope, to make you 
hÞver grateful to God, who has 
-nÞlefſed you with ſenſe and ca- 
tihpacities, not only fufficient to 
fqhelp yourſelves ; but alſo to learn 
zofind obey his laws, and to love 
mnd praiſe his goodneſs. At 
he fame time, I hope, the con- 
difideration of theſe things, will 
vigmpreſs upon your hearts, the 
oEhought, that it is God alone 
ifwho enables us to do any thing, 
hir be any thing; and that the 
Woſt common objects we daily 
de around us, are all the gifts. 1 
OT . |} 


. | 

| _ 
1 s 

| | 


) 


And how impoſhble would it 
for any body to make bread, 


* 7 


34 LETTERS from 4 
of his bounty. And though on 
converſation it is uſual for pe tl 
ple to ſay, I taught my chi (l 
to talk or to walk; or I male! 
this bread; or 1 planted thiate. 
tree; or J built this houſe, ſti c 
in reality it is God does all theſd i 
things, that is, I mean it is GQ#<N 
who gi ves us the power and ab p10! 
lity to do them. For, as I hae 
Juit been telling you, all of ®: 
teaching would be to no ſ in, 
of purpoſe, unleſs God gives off® 

children the capacity to leatf de 


ta 


leſs God provided the wheat kn 
which it is made. Or w 
would be the uſe of our plano 
ing a tree, unleſs God aſſiſt ed, 
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tow ? For could we poſſibly 
p that? We may indeed water 
p (but not even that could we do, 
aÞ1eſs God had provided us with 
hater) but we could not poſſi- 
ty cauſe the water to nouriſh it, 
ied in a moſt wonderful manner 
tend its growth to ſuch a pro- 
ihRious ſize as we ſee trees ar- 
e at: neither could we with 
our art, cauſe the water, by 
ing through the tree, to change 
o leaves and branches, and 
delicious fruits ſo pleaſing to 
palates, and of ſuch variety 
taſtes : though the whole that 
know of to nouriſh it, is water 
V TY, 
ano wonderful my dear chil- 
edi, is this! and how upd, as 
2 well 


1 
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well as ungrateful muſt be th 
people, who can paſs ee r 
marvellous works of God, 
out praiſing him, and — | 
with all their ſouls for ſuch- ce 
ſtant care and kindneſs! The 
Houſe too in which you do 
although built indeed by 
ſtill is given by the bounty 
the Lord: for it was God tl 
made the trees to grow ; and 
the materials of which the bri 
are compoſed, were alſo made 
him. Thus every thing aroiſ inc 
us preſents us with ſome markfos 
his bounty and kindneſs, as Wyo 
as the frames of our own bodifiyo 
which were alſo created by of 
„ Praiſe the Lord therefore, | yo 
"wy foul, and let all that 
G und 


— 7 
— "And — 
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; underſtanding praiſe the name- 
of our God.” : 
Let me beg of you, my be- 
| ved children, frequently to re- 
c flect upon theſe things; let no 
day of your lives paſs by with- 
out calling to mind his 2 
and loving kindneſs towards you; 
and though wicked people may not 
Ichuſe ever to think of God, ſtill 
a do you, my dears, think of him 
ricantinually; and gratefully ac- | 
leFknowlege that to him you are 
olfindebted for your %, for your 
roa, and raiment, for the houſe 
you dwell in, and above all, for 
>d&your underſtanding, for the uſe | 
„ of your imb, your eyes, your ears, || 
Pour tengue, and every faculty |} 
er. I. D yeu _ || 


ind 
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you have: and that it is hi 
care preſerves and keeps yolſm: 
from dangers every hour of youſthe 
exiſtence, and alſo particular]y : 
thoſe times, when all your earth 
ly protectors are ſunk to ſleep 
and ſo far from watching you 
that they cannot even take an 

care of themſelves. God then pr 
tects and preſerves us all; to Gf” 
then let us give all praiſe an. 
thankſgiving, and always mal 
it the chief ſtudy and buſineſs $._ 
our lives to ſerve and pleaſe hin 
Farewel, my dear children! 
wiſh much to ſee you; but F 
not tell when I ſhall enjoy t ] 
Happineſs ; as your papa has 10 x 
near finiſhed his buſineſs wiWitt 
= — by bp 


— 
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Mr. Longman. He joins with 
me in beſt love to you all, and 
utbelieve me to be, . 


Your om nals; 


. 


—_ Been. Op. 


LETTER ut, 


Iir | Mes. ORD to Miſs alan ore. 


F 1 do not miſtake, it is my 
L little Hannah's turn this time 
receive a letter from me, and 
Vith the greateſt delight I take 
8 my pon to write one to her; 

D 2 becauſe 


2 


o Dr fret w” 
becauſe I know the will like 


gef 
have one; and we ought alway ful 


to do every thing we can We. 
oblige any body: many peop 85 
are too apt to forget this, an 1 
think if they do not rob, hurl. 
or do any very great harm tu 
their neighbours, they behave a Idea 
| well as they need to do; an 
reſt fatisfied, that they have don 
What is their duty er theif 
fellow creatures. Whereas the 
are very much miſtaken, for nc 
body can poſſibly fulfil the 
duty, who does not obey thif 
commands of God, and he hi 
Politively ordered us, TO e 
to others, as we would wiſh the 
ſhould: do unto us.” Now . 
one can be _” to mind this prep * 
S111$550 | cept p 


RO 


we 
dea 
fell 
to 


4 


— 
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cept, who ſpeaks eroſs, or it ill- 
Latu red to others, or Who re- 
Lales to do what he knows Will 
ite them pleaſure, provided he 
; n do fo without committing 
Mon; for we muſt never upon any 
Faccount do any thing that is 
Jurong, though 3 is to oblige our 
deareſt friend: indeed that per- 
Won can never be deſerving of 
being called our friend, who 
would wiſh us to do or ſay any 
thing that is naughty, and what 
we ought not. If therefore, my 


LN 


el 
Ne 
NC 
* 


th 


bi tellows would at any time try 


to perſuade you to do what you 
bet. however agreeable they may 
abe, ſtill they are not go chil- 
ba N dren, 


Af. 


dears, your companions or play- 


FYhave been told not; depend upon 
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dren, and conſequently improp i, 
for you to be with, and unde een 
Iſerving of your eſteem; an 
"though it is very likely thethr 
may call you-croſs, and ſay theſſſtha 
will not /ove, or play with youſmot 
unleſs you comply with their reſſthe 
queſts; yet let me beg of youlfor 
my dears, upon no confideratio®rr 
whatever, to be tempted to anfſÞlo 
thing which you know to bed 
wrong, under the filly notioiſthe 
that it is but a trifle, and therdſſeau 
fore does not ſignify : for be affgay 
ſured, every thing ſignifies tha 
concerns your behaviour, and thifmu 
Jeaſt error you commit, if at tui 
time of doing it you know it fon 
be wrong, is extremely wickephife 
ae 1 t 
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pe IT accidentally, without any in- 
lefention, or without ſeeing what 
yon was about, you were to 
Throw a perſon down, and by 
that means kill him, you would 
Rot be half fo guilty, as if for 
he purpoſe you was to ſtrike, 
Pr be croſs to, or try to vex 

jofihim : it is true, only a flight 
Slow, to the perſon who 'receiv= _ || 
wed it, would not be ſo bad as 
"the more violent one which 
reſeauſed his death: but if you 
eve it with a den to hurt, it 
would prove that your heart was 
much more to blame, than if 
quite unintentionally you had by 
me misfortune deprived him of | 
ceBite. Thus, my loves, if you do 
| thing that appears to you to be 

1 I ever 


al 
he 
4 
4 
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| eyer., "fa, trifling, if it is wha, 
vou have been forbidgen to de 
| Lone may be certain it is ve 
naught y, and far more ,.diſplealff 
ing in "the ſight of f God, than E 
you had committed ſome wor 
action, without knowing it $"< 
be wro 2 1 uit 
Our od, my dear, is a verÞ**! 
"kind and merciful. Being, ane 
always makes gracious* allowang perl 
for the infirmities and 4enoran itt 
of his creatures ; | therefore, | ff 
will pity, and forgive thoſe eiÞ'0 
rors. we. may commit for wal bal 
of knowing better: but you mulſ®©? 
plainly ſee, that the ſame allowf©* 
' ance cannot be made for us, lee 
we tranſgreſs in things that w'® 


d0 now to be wrong; for the * 


Hue 


d 
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e have no excuſe, and conſe- 
Fuenthy deſerve to be puniſhed, 
ind unleſs we repent and amend, 
moſt certainly ſhall. 

* TO whomſoever: -much * | 
given, of them ſhall much be a 

Huired.“ This, my dears, is a 
text in the ſeriptutes, Aud the 
Weaning of it is, that thoſe 
Perſons who have been bleſſed 
vith the means and opportunity 
pr learning their duty towards 
od and their fellow- creatures, 
hall be called to a much ſtricter 
ount, and be much more ſe- 
erely puniſhed | for their ne- 
wg than thoſe who have never 
Snjoyed any inſtructions, or been 
zught what is right or wrong. 
ind this J am fure you muſt 
acknow- 


K 
+ 


a 
ri 


k 


cl 
all 
WE 
N 


je 
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acknowledge to be juſt: fin 
2 it not be unreaſonable ad 
expect the ſame behaviour fraſſe 
the poor little children and chin 
ney-ſweepers in the ſtreets, wii 
have no kind and wiſe, frien 
to teach them what is right, 
from you, who enjoy every 4 
vantage you can wiſh, for? al 
do not you think therefore, th 
if you, act wrong, it is mud 
worſe, and your crimes mui 
greater, than if they do? 
.conſequently, you will Jeſer 
much ſeyerer puniſhment 
your faults? —_—_ 
It certainly is a fad thing g. Nei 
hear ſo many little children it 
the ſtreets uſing bad words; ſweffpni 
ing, and ang Gog's name arc 
vain” 


* 


Mort her CnIIDREx. 44 
in; and every good perſon muſt 
Pdoubtediy be very ſorry to 
ear them ſo wicked ; but till 
ue may comfort ourſelves with 
Me hope, that if ſuch behaviour 
oceeds from want of being 
tter inſtructed, and taught what 
right, God, who knows the 
uſyoughts of all hearts, will be 
therciful unto them, and will 
ut puniſh them for doing thoſe 
uings which they did not even 
Www were wicked. | 
But this can be no excuſe for 
b, or for any body who, has 
n happy enough to be taught 
ir duty; therefore if you com- 
Wit fin, you muſt expect to be 
vel Pniſhed for it; for God has de- 
6-1 Ned in the ſeriptures, that 
any thoſe 


X 


- 


= — 
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thoſe peop ple who {naw nee tir 
would have them do, and r i 
negle& to obey; him, “ ſhall bl 
beaten with many ſtripes :” th 
18, ſhall be dreadfully tormel 
ed in Hell; but, thoſe perl 
who do not know his. will, 
for that reaſon, o owing to t 
ignorance . offend | againſt bi 
<6 ſhall . be beaten with 
ſtripes :” that is, ſhall not: 
any thing near ſo ſeverely. 4 
niſhed : BW as every bod 
conſeiencæ will in, ſome deg 
teach them what is right, 
they will but give themſeſſe 
time to conſider, and to th 
what they are going to do, 
may not eſcape entirely with 
ſome ſort of puniſhment for 
cri 


MorkzR 7% her CaitprEn, 49 


rimes, though what it ſhall; be, 
in what degree, we cannot poſ- 
Poly ſay, neither does it concern 
tis to know; ſince we may be 
exfery ſure, God, who is the 
{ludge of all the earth, will moſt 
Sndoubtedly do rieht, and never 
thSuniſh any of his creatures more 
biffhan they juſtly deſerve. , Our 
i@uſineſs therefore, my dear chil- 
t ren, is not to puzzle ourſelyes 
ich trying to find out bay 
00 80 od Will deal with thoſe ho 
egave never been taught his holy 
t, Nord; but our proper employ- 
ſeſhent is, to endeavour daily to 
ey that word ourſelves, And to 
ive to improve every hour of 
ithgur lives in all goodneſs and vir- 
me. To this end we muſt con- 


ro Vo. I, E ſtantly 


: 


$6 Lrrrns fm 4 
Nantly pray to God to bleſs ij 
and to give us wiſdom to kn 
and underſtand what is right. 
and ſtrength and reſolution A A 
practice it when we do ktio 
For, as I faid in my laſt letfhin 
to your ſiſter, without the hq ar 
and aſſiſtance of the Almighk 
we can do nothing to him the 
fore we ſhould offer our dathd 
prayers, and beg of him to e ſi 
fend us from all evil, and} 
guide us at all times to do Wl * 
15 right and proper to be deſpnq 
The other d in Mr. Nay m. 
ton's ſtudy, I found a little bo b 
he wrote for the uſe of his oH vi 
children; it is written on rg 
gious ſubjects, and has ma T. 


prayers in it, one of which 4 | tn, 
as follows: - A PraYy . 


* 


—— — 


1 ** 


MoTaer to her CHILDREN, 51 


A PRAVIR. 

\ LMIGHTY God, the Crea- 

tor and Preſerver of all 
things, and to whoſe goodneſs 
1am indebted for every thing I 
ave; I beſeech thee to accept my 
ellincerc thanks for all thy mercies; 
lad grant me ſenſe and reaſon 
Gfficient to underſtand thy laws, 
| id wiſdom and virtue to practice 
hem. Give me reſolution to 
of nquer every thing that is wrong 
my temper and behaviour, and 
dach day of my life to improve in 
off | virtue. and goodneſs.” Amen. 


0 


Thie pra er, my dear @hil- 
Fra, 1 think you will all be able 
y, 4 "> 


52 "LeTTers m * 
to underſtand, and may therefdl 


make uſe of it, and that G * 
Almighty may grant the petiti 1 
in it; prays with the Rage 2 


earneſtneſs, 15 
0 Iten 

Ibei 

Tour Hana mother, * 
Buaz. 0¹ F 

T 


or 
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LETTER IV. 

Mrs. On to Maſter THomAs On! i 


3 
8 1 have very little tin; , 
for writing, and can co : 


quicker than I can _—_ 


8 


Morgen to her enen E 


's leave, tranſcribe one of the 
5 chapters out of the little book 
mentioned in my laſt letter to 
N your ſiſter, which he has writ- 
Tien for his own children; who 
being about the ſame ages as. you 


Ice, it will, I think, be equally 


have time whilſt I am here, 


for you, as I think it uncom- 
4 monly well. adapted to ſuch 
Poung minds as yours. 


ol 3 CHAPTER the FIRST. 


tin * muel, look not on his coun- 


coll tenance, or on the _— of 


4 | E 3 &« his 


bs 


1 ſhall, having obtained Mr. Neu- 


ſuitable to you as to them, WD Is 


I will tranſcribe the whole book 


Þ © Bur the Lord faid unto Sa- 


% 
= ” - — o 
— — . — — — — 
— — 


— ta Tt rn KK 
CEE = 


—— —— 


— — 


— ———— 
o 


— — ͤ——— 


— — — — — — 


. Terres frm „ 


. his ſtature; becauſe 1 have 
10 fuſed him: for the Lord ſee A 
„ not as man ſeeth; for m hi 
e Jooketh on the outward appes 
s ance, but the Lord looketh{ 

the heart.” e ; 


' , f ne 


«Although, my dear child | 
at preſent K think you all be 
young to read the Bible, fiiſſito 
there are certainly many paſſag ha) 
in it which you may eaſily \ con E 
prehend, and that you have jt 
read, is, I think, one of thel bo 
But I will explain to you, Þ 
clearly as I can, upon what d 
caſion it was firſt given, 
what it is we are to learn fraß 
it. | 


"4 
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ao You have already been taught, 
et bat formerly God uſed to make 
bis will known to holy men, 
af though by what means I cannot 
paſfibly make you underſtand; 
indeed I do not perfectly under- 
fand bow myſelf. I only know 
«that by ſome method he thought 
beſt, God uſed to make known 
Wto them what it was he would 
Shave mankind do, in order to 
Spleaſe him, and gain his favor. 
i Now Y Samuel was one of theſe 
poly men, or prophets, as they 
Fare called; and God once ſent 
him to a man whoſe name was 


roianoint one of them to be king 
Jof Iſrael. (Anointing a man to 
be king, was pouring oil upon 


eſſe, who had eight ſons, to 


the 
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the head of him who was cho, 
king, which was a ceremony ulſelſ} .. 
in thoſe days.) . Samuel therefon yo 
an tho tun <> a * 
immediately obeyed, and went . 
the houſe of Jeſſe, where he e 
ſooner beheld Fliab, Jeſſes elde de- 
ſon, who was a young man arc 
remarkable beauty, than he dif 
rectly e e be ther 
perſon whom God de ned Fre 
pe anointed king over his peo 
ple. But God inſtantly checke E 
his thought, by ſaying, LA 


* not on his countenance, or th. 


« height of his fature ; becaulſh, 
J have refuſed him: for ti 1 
cc 


Lord ſeeth not as man ſeethiy. 
« for man looketh on the c, 1 
* ward appearance, but the Loy a 


locke h on the heart.” 


* 


* =— 
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„ have now, my deats, told 
. 5 upon what occaſion theſe 
words were firſt ſpoken and it 
remains therefore for me to en- 


— 
— 


q are to learn from them. And 


orely, my dear children, we may 
very Stig from hence ſee, the 
great folly of judging either of 
People or circumſtances from 
ere outward appearance, fince 
4 Fe may be fo greatly miſtaken 
to Weile real worth. 
Nothing is more common, 
chil Eſpecially for young people, than 
d” be' ſtruck with admiration at 


1 | le fight of riches and honor: 


q 
- 


ol | . or a child about your 
Wn age, who is rich enough 


to 


and 


Noeavour to ſhew you what we 


Wat is, I mean, if you behold 


. ee ns 
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to wear fine cloaths, and to havelfa] 
all manner of toys they can wiſſipir 
for; and likewiſe * permitted 
to. go to balls, aſſemblies, playsſhay 
and all kind of amuſements, ane 
there be praiſed and, WT, fate 
their beautiful perſons and graceſſhin 
ful behaviour. At the ſig by Wat 
ſuch a child you might be ai 
apt to feel your little hearts fille tr 
with envy, and would . ſecret| 85 
wiſh that yen too might mef th 
with the ſame 6 indulgepcics, ue 
be equally But the any 
thoughts. ia 5 he proceed intinl®c 
"RO your judging from the M: 
ward appearance, without: I t 
acquainted. with the beart er 
perhaps if you, could ſee ich 
Jou would and cauſe to be than juty 


' 


. —A—  — R 
| | 
: 
* 
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al for your own greater hap- 
Wpineſs; fince it may be, at the 
ery time that they appear to 
ie every thing they wiſh, their 
Sempers and diſpoſitions may 
geep them from enjoying any 
eng. Perhaps thoſe very cloaths 
Nat look ſo pretty, as to make 
zu wiſh for the ſame, may be 
le@troubleſome to keep from ſpoil- 
ets, or ſo ſtiff and diſagreeable 
ne the wear, as to render their 
feflors much leſs comfortable 
haganthey would be in a plainer 
in coarſer garb, Or thoſe riches 
toys you fancy you ſhould 
to enjoy, may cauſe their 
ers many, many troubles from 
teh you are entirely free: that 
1auMuty of perſon: too, W 
u 
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ful behaviour, which-at wy ſight] tr 
charms all beholders, may pet N 
haps conceal ill-nature, paſſin 
pride, deceit, and every crime . 
child can poſſibly be guilty pl 
Whilſt, very likely, thoſe we 
outwardly appear poor, mean, a ch 
ungraceful, may, if you coul ou 
ſee their hearts, be found tot 
the moſt contented, noble, virtual oft 
good-tempered, and conſequen | 
the moſt . happy. And this, er 
dears, ſhould teach us never le. 
form an haſty judgment fro 
the outward appearance. of pe tau! 
ple. It ſhould. likewiſe make ent 
very careful how we condalf as 
our neighbours actions; - ſinceÞÞo | 
we cannot know their dean Sj 
is very poſſible, what they 
3; 2 wy : 


- © » 
L * 
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may proceed from a good mo- 
tive, though it may n to 
turn out worng. 

We cannot poſſibly tell peo- 
ples thoughts, or reaſons for 
acting; it is therefore very un- 
charitable to condemn them with- 
ul out knowing whether they are 
to blame or not. And it very 
Soften happens, that what they 
Simtend well, may, owing to dif- 
ferent accidents, turn out ex- 
tremely ill. How unkind then 
Swould it be te cenſure them for 
Sizults they had not the leaſt in- 
fentzon of committing! And let 


do be. ſp cenſured ourſelves, ö 
Should not you think it very 
=_ if you ſaw any of your 
Yor. 9 play- 


. AE rr 


s conſider how we ſhould like 
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play- fellows walking blipdfon th 
on the edge of a pond, and 

you ran to fave them, was und... 4 
fortunately to fall againſt them 
and by that means puſh then 
in; ſhould not you, I aſk, thi 
it very unkind and uncharitable 
if people who heard of it, wa 
to ſay you only ran to put the 
in on purpeſe? And yet thay 
they judged only by the outwatthee, 
appearance, without knowing tape 
intention of your heart, thou 
might well conclude ſo : yh 
how hard and unjuſt would . 
ſuch concluſion! | 
And exactly as unjuſt are; 
our cenſures liable to be, whit 
we caſt upon people for 4 
ions, rout knowing 


Ire 
to 
1 


1 


{ 
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Irhey do them. Wicked actions 
we always muſt, and oug bt to 
Fcondemn'; but ſtill bn people 
if 0 do them we ſhould pity; 
and make all charitable / allow- 
ces for; fince it is impoſſible 
or us to know uby they act fo, 
_ things may appear to 
Perhaps may never 
1 . been taught the abſolute 
jeceflity of goodneſs; or per- 
s they intended what they did 
v NC ould h right, though it turn- 
out otherwiſe. - 
Thus then this text * cerip- 
re teaches us how wrong it 
to judge by the outward ap- 
hi pence, to think becauſe peo- 
they e are. of a; handſome pleaſing 
ts 1 A IP muſt therefore 
1 F 2 be 


1 
le 
Va 
. 


7 


— 
„ 
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be good; or, becauſe they am 
deformed and ugly they muff to 
therefore be wicked, or croſiſhe 
This is indeed ſeeing very diff mi 
ferent from the Lord; for though{{el 
mien look on the outward appear 
ance only, the Lord looketh ee. 
the heart; and from that deterour 
mines whether we are good Mid 
evil. And this, my dears, teach the 
us the neceſſity of guarding u 
hearts from every fin; from ein 
ry evil thought; from every ef 
intention; ſince it is by the puri 
of our hearts that God will juy 
of us. Our fellow creatures m 
miſtabe our intentions, and {uf 
-poſe we meant wickedly. wil 
in reality we did not. But Of 
knoweth our hearts, and can ma 


— 
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in miſtake. Men we may be able 
to deceive, but God we cannot; 


ne knows the thoughts of our 
inminds, better than we do our- 
gſelves. Every moment of our 
at. ves he watcheth over us, and 


effiour - moſt ſecret intentions are not 
id from him; How carefully 
| ore. my children, ought 
hou to watch over your own 
vt hinds, never to ſuffer them to 
+ filled with ſuch things as you 
# to be ee to the 
Lor 
We, your earthly 8 and 
achers, can controul only your 
ward behaviour, and by that 
ly form any judgment of the 
ward diſpoſition of your minds. 
. F 3 — 


es not only every ain; but 


— — — > 
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with your play-fellows, or by 
yourſelf, as if your parents, or 
a the world were to be wits 
neſſes to you! And knowing 
O likewiſe, that he will judge of 
nyou, not by qutward appearance, 
updut by the inward diſpoſition of 
your mind, what care ought you 
lefto take to regulate your tem- 
nefper, and to conquer every thing 
m aulty in it. 
If, as you are apt ſometimes 
ulto do, you begin to diſpute with, 
ingand be angry and quarrel with 
ach other ; if at ſuch times, I 
lay, my children, you would re- 


y bat the Lord hoketh on your bearts, 
rely you would be aſhamed, 
on 


will: yours 


j S05 this text, and remember, 


well as afraid, to let him find | 


63 '  LeTTERS from @ 
ours filled with anger and ilſpo 

will! thoſe paſſions that are ſoſthe 
diſpleaſing to him, and whidliſea, 
he has in the ſcriptures declaredſthe 
he will certainly punj/b. Neifmu 
ther I think, if you conſider thisunc 
will you ever commit any. kinpar 
of deceit ; for though you majſthe 
impoſe upon your fellow creahut: 
tures, ſtill it is impalſible to de my 
ſo upon God, for he looketh oliffhea 
your hearts: and if at any timiffdie; 
they are filled with diſcontent, Wdiſ 
they murmur at thoſe things yo 
parents command, and reluctantchil 
comply with their orders, onliſtem 
becauſe you mut, and dare ndfen 
diſobey, though you may dit t 
ceive your friends, and by yollthei 
outward actions make them. ſupſeth 


pose, 
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poſe you good and dutiful, ſtill 
e Almighty you cannot. miſ- 
1 Lad. he looketh on the beart, and 
re clearly diſcovers all your 
1Smurmurs and diſpleaſure you ſo 
ndutifully harbour againſt your 
Parents, and. wiler friends. He 
herefore will not account your 
A putward actions as deſerving of 
de 155 applauſe; but ſeeing your 
ofheart to be ſullen and diſobe- 
; Goat, will certainly be greatly 
Wiſpleaſed. 

uf „Remember then; my dear 
children, this very important text: 
ulemember God regardeth no per- 
nalen upon account of the height 
debt their ſtature, or the beauty of 
"ulftheir countenance ; he n 
104 not the ee appearance, 
ole but 


þ — th. 8 
— 


. 


on the other hand, let our ee. 


— a. wal ” — — — — —— 
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but he hoketh on the heart te, 
If that is good and innocent illi 
fore him, defirous at all tim 

to fulfil its duty, and to be kniff/ 
and 0e ful to all its fellow creat 
tures, then he will .behold & 4 
with . pleaſure ; and let the pe 


| ſon's actions and outward appeaſ ou 


ance be what they will, he wif 
not judge by them, but wilt 
certainly approve, and at Jas 4 
make eternally happy the uiii te 
ous and good heart, . Where m 


zernal qualifications be ever l 
great, and our beauty and accons, 
pliſhments ſurpaſs all the reſt pt 
the world; ſtill theſe will in Mee 
degree recommend us to his WF 
vor, if at the fame we are paſta: 


770 
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te, ill tempered, and croſs, un- 
Pilling to oblige and pleaſe others, 
anti, to our parents, ob ſtinate, 


ſullen, peeviſh and fretful to 


hoſe about us, or proud, envious, 
deceitful. Any of theſe, or 
y other ſin we permit to be 
our hearts, will moſt undoubt- 
Hil raiſe his juſt diſpleaſure a- 
Ent us, and unleſs we repent 
and forſake it, will cauſe him 
"reject us forever, and puniſh 


rs, to explain this text of 
ipture, in ſuch a manner as I 
you can underſtand, and 
therefore from henceforth 
careful alſo to obſerve it; 
a not 


V br 
. : 


more than we can now ima- 


| Thus have I endeavoured, my | 


your. neighbour's conduct; 


filled my paper from Mr. Nai 


752 Lira from::@* * 
not . uncharitably corre - 


by better employing your tim nn 
in ſtriving to rectify and amen 
every error of your own hearth 
always remembering this one ge 
important truth, that the Ly 
looketh on them. 

I have now, my dear T4 


ton's book, which I hope MXIr. 
afford you equal pleaſure wilfſray 
any. thing 1 could have fa, 
and not having time to add 

thing more, beſides my moſt e bd 
neſt requeſt, that you. wild re! 
and endeavour to pro- fit from rue 


I ſubſcribe myſelf as uſual, | 7 
Da f 
Your affectionate mother, bout 


EIL Iz. O Ve 
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> ag 8g; ths p88 ED 


Mrs. ORD to: Miſs MARY Op. 


INTENDED to have co- 
pied another chapter from 
Neuton's book to- day, by 
Wy 4 of letter to you, my dear 
Mary; but a diſcourſe I heard 
all night between Mr. Newton 
d his children, will, I think, 
not leſs entertaining or in- 
Wructive to you. 
Maſter Sam and Miſs Bet /. cy 
, had: for ſome time been playing 


g bout the room, and 1 cannot 
01 Vor. I. G \ ſay 


\ 


j 4 


; Vo 
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ſay I had at all minded what thallger 
were about, as they made verfſh 
little noiſe, till their papa aſkeſſ@nc 
them What they were playing atk Ty: 
To which - Betſey replied, Q 
we are playing ſo ficely yi 
cannot think! We are maki 
believe that Sam is a clergymaſh 
and he has juſt been preachinh 
and reading. prayers, and I bay | 
been at church; and now 
are making believe that he 
going to chriſten my child; 
after that, we ſhall make belic 
that I die, and then he will bu 
me: and is not this a pretty pin 
papa 5 * 
4 ſuppoſe,” replied M do 
Newton, it is what you callfth 
pretty play, if you find it 9er / 
tertaini 
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Stertaining, and you are amuſed 
by it; but I cannot ſay it is 
one / think very pretty, or much 
US pprove o F HIM 
Not approve of!“ rejoined 
am and Betſey at the ſame mo- 
nent, © why not Sir? I am ſure 
are were very quiet, and made 
Wo noiſe.” 2 8 
a do not, my loves,“ an- 
Pered Mr. Newton, „object to 
upon account of the naiſe you 
ave made; for many plays may 
liehe very noiſy, and yet not in 
bude leaſt improper ; but the rea- 
plan I objected to what you have 
en now playing at, is becauſe 
do not think it right to trifle 
allFith ſuch ſerious things as prayers, 
t htm, and death; all ſubjects of 
ing G 2 much 


* 


” 
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much too great importance 1 4 
be joked upon. You have noni f. 
been ſo amuſing yourſelves, with ot 
out any intention of doing wrong w 
or without conſidering what youſ hi 
were about; but for the futuſ . 
I ſhould be glad if you woulſ ot. 
do ſo no more. You ſay yo ou 
have been making believe Matt 
go to church, and for Sam We 
pray and preach; but conſideſſſen 
my dears, what it is you haſh 
been playing at. The whole ul . 
you know of going to church hg, 
to pray to, and praiſe Almighoy 
God, and to be inſtructed by tl Mm 
clergyman in your duty towalme 
him: and we ſhould never. pear. 
ſume to do thoſe things, with me 
out endeavouring as much as lig 


+l 


— 
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Pefiliy can, to put all other af- 
0 


fairs out of our minds, and fix 
our thoughts only upon God, 
whilſt we addreſs ourſelves to 
him, or hear or read his holy 
word; that is, the Bible, or any 
Locher book which inſtructs us in 
Four duty to him. The greateſt 


e are employed in theſe ſo— 
deflemn ſervices ; much leſs ought 
nahe ever to trifle or play about 
them. To mate believe, and play 
h bout Gd Only think, my dears, 
igou⸗ improper it muſt be. I 
Im ſure, if you give yourſelves 
valime to reflect upon it, your own 
- Piiearts muſt think ſo. God 1s 
* [merciful and kind being, who 

Tights in ſeeing his creatures 
2 G 3 cheerful 


attention, I ſay, is neceſſary when 


————— ũ— — — — —— — — — —— 


1 
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cheerful and happy: he has no) 


objection to our innocent amuſe jo! 


ments, provided they do noi h 


employ too much of our time tt 
thoughts, or money; but thougl 
he permits us thus, to divert ou. 
ſelves within proper bounds, ſtii N 
he will by no means approve f 
our joking about things that a 


facred, or making him, as it wen Le 


a party in our ſports: and m 
this is what you do when 50 el! 
make believe to pray to him. God fut 
you know, ſees all your thougilghot 
and actions, conſequently he mil (Nay 
ſee you when you thus make by ſho 
lieve to pray: and if you th Vic 
have no intention of being ſeſ Nou 
ous, and in earneſt, you certaili play 
do not expect God to attend 

wages J 


4— 
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you, as you are only at play, 
only mating believe to worſhip © 
e bim. And is not this as if you 
thought God would join in your 
oh8-/ports, in the ſame manner as 
our mother and I do, when 
you come and talk nonſenſe, and 
| lay, Never mind what I am now 
Ving, for I am only in play. 
Let me beg of you therefore, 
my dears, not to amuſe your- 
elves in this manner for the 
future: and I am ſure you will 
not, if you reflect upon what 1 
Ibave been ſaying. And pray 
mould not you think it very 
wicked to repeat the, words of 
your earneſt prayers when at 


4 Play $9? 


« Yes, 
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& Yes, Sir, but that we neve 
do,” replied both the children, 

But,“ rejoined Mr. Newtay 
© there is the ſame crime i 
what you allow yourſelves to dg 
You kneel down at church, and 
cover your faces, only to prevet 
you attentions being diſturbed by 
outward objects, and to exprel 
by that humble poſture, how 
unworthy you are of being per 
mitted to approach by prayer 
Almighty God. When therefor 
you make uſe of the ſame gel 
tures at your play, you certainf|F), 
are making believe to do it widiſ bu 
the ſame intention, to ſhew you cht 
humility when addrefling your, ' 
ſelves to God, and to prevent 
your being interrapted * o 

doing, 
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«doing. Play, you know is al- 
af ways defigned to look as much 
af like earneſt as it can; and thus 
af you would wiſh to appear as if 
off you were uſing the ſolemn words 
ni} at your nw, though you may 
eu be, perhaps, faying nothing, or 
by only jabbering ſome nonſenſe 
without meaning. And 1s not this 


oi doing the fame by aclion as the 


erfother would be in words ? It is 
therefore undoubtedly eee 
on wrong.“ 
© Very well, Sir,” replied Bet- 
neh. I will not do ſo again; 
itdut why may we not play at 
oufehriſtening my doll ?” 
ur} For the ſame reaſon,” re- 
Joined Mr. Newton ; «© becauſe it 
* to play with any of thoſe 
| ſub'ects, 


o 
— — 
— 


— ——— ——— —— — 


— 
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ſubjects which relate to God anno 
religion, Baptiſm, my dears, iar 
one of the moſt ſolemn ritea{ſthe' 
belonging. to our holy religionfor: 
It is a ceremony of the Lardyſher 
own appointing, to be uſed bot 
all people who wiſh to be of 
bedient to thoſe laws he h 
given us in the ſcriptures, an 
to be beloved by him.” F 
© Why then,” enquired San 
are little babies chriſtened wha 
they are too young either 
wiſh, or think any thing aboſfeir 
the matter?“ em 
gBecauſe, replied his fathalſf ſec 
„ though they are certainly b 
that time too young to unde 
ſtand any thing themſelves ; 
Sod is pleaſed to let this cenſor 
_ , 
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mony be uſed, as a proof to their 
parents and friends, that although 
hey are not old enough to per- 
m any duties, ſtill he OY 
em for their innocence, and their 
Wot having committed any thing 
hat is wrong. And when they 
how big enough to comprehend 
hat is taught them, then he will 
pect they ſhall perform all thoſe 
ws given to Chriſtians in the 
hEiptures: and to inſtruct and 
Ich them theſe laws, is what 
bolteir godfathers and godmothers 
Iemiſe either to do themſelves, 
the ſee it done in a proper man- 
ly & by others.“ You therefore 
nde 


For a fuller explanation of Baptiſm, ſee 
2d vol, of a ©* Clear and Conciſe Ac- 
of the Origin and Defign of Chriſtianity.” 


5 
CC 
mol 


— —— — was 


of things. 


young to underſtand 'why it 1 
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ſurely muſt ſee the great improve 
priety of playing at theſe ſono! 

aſſure you it iÞ © 
| 
ar! 
ſo, ſtill I muſt beg you will nahen 
do ſo any more; for it will N 
wicked for me to permit yalſ 
to do what I know to be naug 
ty, though you perhaps cant 
ſee, why it 1s ſo. Ib 
«Yes, we can, papa, ' ſaid Same 
« ſce why it is naughty now her 
have told us. I never thougMe 
of its being ſo before; butonſi 
very well underſtand what Walla 
ſay about it, and I am ureſfres 
Wt to 
Hut 


but improper to be given in this place ave 
the child ſpoken to is not ſuppoſed 7 
- Ave as yet * che ſeriptures. | 


very wrong, and if you are to 


MornEx to her CHIIDRENV. 85 


jon t play 'o any more. W. all 
olhou, Betſey £ | 

No, that I won't,” 14. ſhe. 
to 1 did not know there was any 
arm in it, or I would not have 
None it before. But pray, papa, 
bay we not play at being dead, 
nd going to be buried?“ 

« By no means, my dean, 
ſwered Mr. Newton, *©* playing 
Þ burying, as you call it, is the 
mel thing as playing at any o- 
Per part of divine worſhip fince 
uote whole of the burial ſervice 
ut onſiſts of prayers, and different 
allages taken from the ſcrip- 


ure ares, and conſequently very un- 


At by be turned into make believe. 
Put I hope, my loves, what I 
ach ave ſaid to you will not make 


00 Vor. I. H you 


2 
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you think I have any diſlike, , 
ſeeing you cheerful, and engage 
at play, or put any reſtraint uj 7 
your converſation when you it 
in my preſence ; for, believe ¶ . 
it gives me great pleaſure to þ, 
you gay, and buſily employed . 
your ſports; but then you knf » 
thoſe ſports muſt always be e 
and innocent, ſuch as may be piu 
tiſed without a crime, or <» 
pleaſure to our All-merciful G4 
And if I was to ſuffer youſhe, 
do what is wrong, without ta... 
ing you of it; I ſhould be e 
tremely wicked myſelf, and thay. 
juſtly deſerve to ſuffer all 
— puniſhment due to your. cri 
| fince the fault would certailh 
de more mine than your's, i 


| K 
= +4 
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t teaching your better. I hope 
a refore you . will not think me 
uh or unkind, for withing to 
1 Wt a total ſtop to the diverſion 
' F which you ſeemed ſo pleaſantly 
ON be engaged.” 

cap «© No, that I am ſure I ſhall 
"Pt," they both replied as with 
[Sie voice, we never do think 
Py 1 croſs for any thing you tell 
& i? I hope not, my dears, re- 
UImed their father, I ſhould 
Noery forry you ſhould ſo miſ- 


e my intention of reproving 


19S, as to think it proceeded 


m ill nature. No, my dear 
Ildren, I have no deſign of 
a Ing ill-natured to you, ? aſ- 
3 4 


Fe © you, The firſt wiſh of a 
H 2 fond 
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fond parent's heart, is to ſa 
its children happy. And ney * 
ſhould we for 'a moment conti 
dict you, if it was not neceſlat 
to your future good.“ | 
«« | told James Gripes ſol 
other day,” faid Sam, wha 
he was grumbling about his 7 
ther being croſs, as he ſaid, i, 
finding ſo much fault with hig 
about his waſting all his tin 
at play. So I ſaid, I dared; 1 
ſay he did not mean to be cn = 
and only ſpoke to him for Nit 
good. But he told me I was mul 
miſtaken, for he was very crop g, 
and was always finding fault ab, 
ſomething or other, without 
other reaſon than becauſe 


0 


2 wrt. 
liked it. 4 


| a; 
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4 O! I am afraid,” ſaid Mr. 
Newton, James muſt often de- 
11 ve to be blamed if he can talk | 
"Jin that manner; for I am ſure” 


4 


Po good child would do fo: there- 


Pore I ſuppoſe as he is a naughty 
7 
c Ine, he is often deſerving of 
Eiger, and thinks his friends ill- 
11 | atured for being ſo with him ; 
1 Een, for committing actions 
Sat make them ſo. His father 
cn e thinks finds too much fault 
Tich him for waſting his time; 
Bit if he did nat fo waſte it, 
dare ſay his father would not 
f e him for it. And does he 
Dnfider the due value and in- 


rtance of time? Does he re- 


1 


ſe 


a, that when once it is paſt 
3 it 


Put ſurely the fault is all his 


| 
; 
| 


not die this very hour. Ho! 
careful then ought we to be 
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it can never be called back a- Io. 


gain, and that according as hefſth 


now ſpends it, he will be hap«ſha 


py or miſerable forever? Theleſpr 


things I ſuppoſe never come into 

his head, but he lets time ruin 
away, without reflecting whatho 
uſe he ought to make of it, andiſffor 


what care he ſhould take to ſpend 


it well, Death is quite uncerſtel 


tain to every body, we none 4 
us can tell whether we ſhall liw 
to grow. old, or whether we maj 1 


make the beſt uſe we can ol 
the preſent time; that let deaf 
come when it will, we may oF 
ready to meet it, and not. wall 
to put it off for ſome yea 
longer 


- 
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= Flonger, becauſe we have not done 
eFhoſe duties which we ought to 
p=Shave done, and made thoſe im- 
lefprovements we ſhould.” — 

wh Mrs. Newton has this moment 
uninformed. me, that, if I do not 
naShow ſend this, it will be too late 
nd or to-day's poſt, I will there- 
ndffore detain it no longer than to 
ertell you, I will go cn with Mr. 
Newton's diſcourſe in my next, 
lIifand to aſſure you with what 
ma incere love I remain, 

low 

: tf Your zndulgent mother, 

, Of 
ea EL1z. Op. 
y I. i | | 

Walk "IF 
ngel . 


LET 


— — — 
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1 


Er. 


Mrs. ORD to Miſs Hannan ORrnD, 


] WILL now, my love fulff 

my promiſe of continuinf 
the converſation which paſſe 
between Mr. Newton and hi 
children; and I hope my chilf 
dren will endeavour to prof 
from it, ſince though it was n( 
at firſt addreſſed" to you, it is of 
equal importance to you or al | 
other young perſons as it wa 
to them; and we ſhould alway 
ſtrive to improve by whatew 


2 god | 
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good advice we hear; given to 
Pthers, the. ſame as if it was 
mediately ſpoken to ourſelves: 
you therefore who now reid this, 
Fill, I hope, be as much bene- 
ited, as if you had actually heard 
r. Newton ſpeak. | 
If I recolle& right, I was o- 
Püged to leave off my laſt letter 
4 in the middle of a remark |} 
Newton was making about 
eee ef the proper uſe 
our time, that we might be 
tady to die when ever it ſhould 
leaſe God, without wiſhing to 
ntinue longer, becauſe we had 
Þot made thoſe improvements for 
hieh our lives were lent us. 
1 How . dreadful,” continued 
© © muſt be the ſtate of that 
. perſon, 


D. 
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perſon,. who finds himſelf dying 
without any thoughts to come 
fort him in his death. To know 
that he is juſt going to quit this 
world, and every thing in it; to ga 
leave all his relations, and friends pet 
and every comfort he has enjoyed 
and at the fame time to be con- 
ſcious that he has not lived fo a8 
to ſecure: the favor of his Gods 
What terrible. 2gony muſt he 
feel in his mind, when he cor 


6 


| fiders, that in a very little tin 
his breath will be gone from 
him, and his ſoul be called upon? 
to give an account of the man 


ner in which he has paſſed hi 
life; and then to receive tholl pt 
' dreadful puniſhments which Gola 
has promiſed to infli on , 


wickelf 


icked.” Think, my dears, what 
| ſhocking ſtate muſt this be, 
ad how muſt ſuch a one wiſh 
hat he could live his life over 
pain, that he might make a 
better uſe of it. But this can ne- 
Ser be. When once death comes, 
is then too late to amend; 

Pery opportuuity of behaving 
ht will then be paſt, and if 
he have been wicked we muſt 
en be miſerable forever, without 
| beiving any comfort, without 
Win feeing our deareft friends, 
out any peace, reſt, or eaſe, 
any one circumſtance to give 
pleaſure. Who now that 


hy tity reflects on theſe things, 


Gol eld ever, by their own ne- 


Ct, ſuffer themſelves to' feel 
ſuch 


* N 


kel 
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ſuch ſad and excruciating- tor 
ments? And yet ſuch muſt be thy 
ſtate of thoſe who will not ende 
vour to make a proper uſe of the 
time, Our preſent lives are th, 
of time which God has give 
8, in which we are to prepare Ae, 
eternity, and according as we nd 
behave ourſelves, we ſhall -hereal 
ter be either happy beyond N 
we can poſſibly hope for 3- Or 
rable, beyond What we can nd 
ſuppoſe. If therefore Mr. GN 
ſees his ſon ſquandering away4 
precious time, without making; 
improvements; ought he toy 
called croſs and ill. natured, becallh 
he endeavours to make him 
ſible of his fault? And would 
not be much more unkind to lull 


3 'F: 
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Ohm to continue in ſuch a habit, 
Mich would at laſt bring him to 
lc er ruin? And ſo likewiſe in eve- 


Ants blame or correct their chil- 
aten, inſtead of being looked upon 
- Meroſs for it, they are deſerving of 
nage ſincereſt thanks; ſince to break 
reiß perſon of their faults, is to 
Wi them the greateſt ſervice in 

We world: and none but our 
Icere friends, who love us dear- 


no 
6 
Y huble to do it. But whether 
18 Mildren are thankful or not for 
to proof, ſtill it is the abſolute 
ech of parents to giye it; and 
1 ed has ſtrictly commanded all 
rents to make their children as 
0 ſod and righteous as they poſ- 


Vor. I. I ſibly 


other circumſtance where pa- 


will ever give themſelves the 


who was an exceeding good 7 
in every other reſpect; but yet 


| 


and Juffering them to contin 
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ſibly can; and if from their &; 
like to vex them, they let thi ? 
continue in their evil ways, ti 
will certainly make God ang 
with themſelves, and muſt e , 
pe& to be puniſhed by him, 
their neglect. Puniſhed m 
likely in this world they wi 
be, by having their children t 
out diſobedient and wicked ; a 
puniſhed likewiſe in the a 
for ſo wickedly neglecting 
obey the commands of Go 
When you are old enough 
read the Bible, you will tha 
meet with an account of a pri 


too much indulgence to his ſon, 


* 
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r their wicked courſes, was in 
thy very remarkable manner pu- 
hed by God.“ 1 oþ;9 
ang, Pray, Sir,” enquired Sm, in 
i Fwbat way was he puniſhed?“ 
n That, my dear,” replied his 
Wer, © I cannot at preſent 
ike you underſtand, as you are 
acquainted with the difter- 
parts of the ſacred hiſtory 
"Ft which his puniſhment is 
nected. I only mentioned it 
Jou, as one example that was 
en us, of the neceſſity of pa- 
telling their children of 
faults, and even correcting 
, if they will not forſake 
0 without: and at the ſame 
nie to convince you that they 
itim 0 1 2 ought 


p 


* 
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ought not to be thought. 1 h: 
for ſo doing.“ | ; 

6 ] am "oY Sir,” rejoing « 
Sam, I never think my mammſis 
or you at all unkind, for I K nog 
you never wie us unleſs the 
deſerve it.“ , St] 
. 266 Indeed, my dear boy, 
do not,” reſumed Mr. Newt 
« and I am glad to find. j 
do us ſo much juſtice as to-thi 
ſo; but why then, my love, if -yſ«c 
do depend upon us, do you 
frequently teaze for a thing v ſſ 
once we have refuſed you ? ich 
you not ſometimes. think us -Wite 
kind then?“ | 

6 No, indeed, Sir, I do noltby 
replied Sam,” „ only I want dul 
know ,why you refuſe us, or 
- f WI 
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hat regſon you will not let us 
d as we like.” 
my „ For what reaſon, Sam, ſaid 
unis father, “did you refuſe give 
nods my penknife that was upon 
te table the other day to your 
Attle brother, when he cried for 
F? Or why did not Betſey give 
im her wax doll when he held 
et his hands, and appeared ſo 
thihuch to wiſh for it?“ 
f Me Becauſe he would have Frede 
u rejoined Betſey. ] am ſure 
w ſhould have had my wooden one 
' With all my heart; but he would 
s Mite have ſpoiled my wax one, 
he would have knocked it 
cout, without conſidering it 
nt ald ſo ſoon break.” 
or if 
IR 13 «« And 


8 . 
, 
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« And J,“ ſaid Sam, ſhoull· 
have given him the knife, onſht. 
I know he would have cut 
fingers.” male 

« And why,” inquired: 1 
Neuton, did you not give highs 
the cruſt of bread you had thihe 
morning when he wanted it pe 
«© Becauſe, Sir,” replied Said 

„ he breaks off ſuch monſtro p 
pieces in his mouth that it a 
moiſt choaks him; that was miſter 
only reaſon for not letting hire 
have it, or elſe I am ſure Mule 
would have been very welcotlhe 
to it. 

„Then hw did not you te 

wo all theſe reaſons for not con 
plying with his wiſhes ?“ 
r. Newton, 


E 


1 


1 
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all Tel! him the reaſon?!” re- 
nlkted Sam, What would be 
uſe of telling him when he 
ald not underſtand what we 
Maid“ 

hicfs Very true, my boy,“ ſaid his 
ther, he certainly would not 
S lerſtand your reaſons; and you 
Saned both very right in doing as 
trop did. But if you, who are only 
it aw years older, know ſo much 
| Miſter than your brother, and can 
higivell ſce what ſad conſequences 
e Wald follow letting him have 
come wiſhes for, cannot you ſup- 
that your mother and I, 
u t& are ſo much older than you, 
conl [likewiſe ſee reaſons for re- 
ig what you wiſh for? and 
Pas too, which you would not 


underſtand 


« J ! 
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underſtand if we were to tc! 
them to you, better than he wor 
if you was to tell him that ) 
would break the doll, cut 
fingers, or choak himſelf v 
the bread ?” FE 11: 
„0! but, papa, we can 1a! 
ſaid Betſey. ak 
Fes, my love, I know Aer 
can,” replied her papa. 
walk too a good deal better ti 
your brother Bob; but can it 
walk as far, or are you as ſtrqgs 


| as if you were men and wometl| [a 


6“ No, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, © Non 
ther, my dear,” replied he, © Puſt 
you under and ſo well, or tellÞa: 
the reaſons why we refuſe wing 
you wiſh, or tell you to do thilfſhe 
you do not happen to * ill 

1 | Epe 


— 
—— — — — — — — — — 


MoTHER to her CHILDREN, 108 
end upon it, it is entirely for 
ohr good; and when you grow 
t | you will then underſtand why, 
t | acknowledge it to be ſo. 
n then Bob will confeſs your 
neſs in neither letting him 
tall himſelf with the knife, or 
ak himſelf, with the cruſt. 
w yemember now the next time 
find yourſelves beginning 
r thret, becauſe we deny you 
n It you want: think of theſe 
ſtrehgs, and I am ſure you will 
mei ſatisfied with our determi- 
Non.“ | 
« Quit as Mr. Newton ſaid this, 
tellÞyas interrupted by company 
wing in, which put an end 
thißfhe converſation. And here 
ill put an end to my letter, 
| which 


dept 


Written F hope you will all en-?“ 
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which I fear, was I to conti- 
nue any longer would quite tits 
you. What I have already” 


deavour to profit from ;. for, M 
I before told you, it equally com 
cerns you, and all other childreighy 8 
as much as it did the It | th 
Newton. = = 

Farewel, my beloved childrenc.1. 


may the Almighty bleſs, and ttwe 


preſerve you from all fin and bo 
danger in this world, and at e 
bring you to everlaſting happlſe v. 
neſs in the world to come. Wh . 
prays, with the utmoſt ſino, 
rity, | | : fi 
Your affeftionate, ._ 
And indulgent motben t. 


EL Iz. Or 


= 
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| From Mrs. Oxp to Maſter THomas OR. 


SHALL once more defer 
my tranſcribing from Mr. 
Neuton's little book, to relate 
Wother converſation which paſſed 
Veen him and his children 
0 Nerday. | 
le went out as ſoon as din- 
was over, and did not re- 
till after eight. Sam and 
ey fat up rather later than 
ul to ſee him, and wiſh him 
ed night before they went to 
M. A5 ſoon as he came in 
they 


\ Dy 
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they both ran to him, and e 
gan aſking him a thouſand qu for 
tions, which he anſwered ie 
great good- humour, though ou 
t he ſame time he appeared ya (ery 
grave, which his children p 
ceiving, earneſtly enquired WF 
cauſe, and preſſed him very mi. 
to tell them why he appeared@P< 
melancholy ? : Fattec 

« ] did not know,” ſaid Wall 
«© that I appeared fo to you, W ** 
I confeſs my heart feels not wi; WI 
cheerful; for I have juſt bu 


«Cc 


indeed, which has made {© ( 
an impreſſion upon me, thil lied 
think I ſhall never forget it; uy | 
I with you too, my dears, Nat re 
been with me; for I think as 

| wall VO 
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would have taught you, in a moſt 
forcible manner, Ns ſad, Jad con- 
Jequence of ſin; and have made 
you all your lives careful to pre- 
lerve' yourſelves from ever com- 
ing to ſo. dreadful a ſtate. I have 
Wen preſent at the death of young 
Ir. Lightly; and the agonies he 
wppeared to ſuffer have ſo deeply 
ected me, that I think I never 
ball forget them. 
% Why pray, Sir.“ ſaid Batfey, 
K bat diſorder did he. die of, 
hat made him ſuffer 1 very 
4 Puch?“ 
0 I do not, my dear,“ re- 
ied her father, mean his bo- 
uly pains were ſo great; for in 
dat reſpect, he appeared to under- 
jo as little as a perſon in his laſt 
Nor. I, R hours 
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hours could do: but I ſpeak % 
the agonies of his mind, Whid ot 
were far worſe than any thing ie: 
can poſſibly deſcribe.“ Por 
- 144 Pray, vir, tell us about him x 
faid Sam. Was it not you 
| Mr. | Lightly we heard ſwearinfe+: 
one night, when you ſaid he with; 
drunk? And was it not he, Mea 
told a lie to his father, and (al... 
he had not been at the play tl * 
very night you ſaw him the 
yourſelf ?” _ ca 
Ves, my dear, replied M 
Neuton, that was the {ſan 
young man, whole death I ha. 
now been witneſs to. I ville. 
him ſeveral times during his s . 
neſs; but never found him willig FI 
to converſe upon any ferious ut, 


(» 


jecti: . 
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&s. If ever 1 attempted to in- 
oduce any thing of the kind, he 
ways ſtopped me, by ſaying, I 
Pould give him the 'vapours, if I 
Ned in ſo dull a ſtrain; and 
Nat he would think of thoſe ſort 
chings when he grew older; but 
Whilſt he was young, there was no 
eaſion to be ſo grave. In vain. 
Vas I endeavoured to tell him, 
Mat being good had no occaſion to 

Sake him grave; and that on the 
Fontrary, nothing could make 
ple ſo truly comfortable and 
Peerful as virtue. He never 
I N Fould liſten to me upon the ſub- 
i : and when I told him, that I 
Ns afraid he had not ſpent his life 
Fu of he ought to have done, and 
Ml herefore he had better ſeriouſly 


8)! 


hk 


** Rö; ne 
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repent, and implore God's f 
giveneſs; he only uſed to rephj 
it was time enough to think a2 
hat a dozen years hence; and th Hei 
When he was od, he would repef 
of 4 his crimes together. Bu 
however, it has pleaſed God . 
take him out of this world befol 
he arrived at that period of tim 
when he intended to repent, ani 
amend. He has for ſome day: 
been confined/ to his room'; bu 
when I went this afternoon, 
found him in bed, with his ff 
ther, mother, brother, and ſiſta 
all fitting round him. They w 
too much drowned in ſorrow 
ſpeak, when I firſt entered; bl 
ſoon after, Mr. Lightly addreſſi 
me, ſaying, O! Sir, you «ſt 


felt, 


com” 


MoTHER to. her CHILDREN. 113 


Jeome to ſee the. Jaſt of our poor 
Junhappy ſon, for he is juſt going 
to die, and leave us for ever.” 
Here he ſtopped ;. for his tears 
would not permit him to pro- 
Jeeed. And then young Lightly, 
Spulling back the curtains of the 
Sed, and deſiring me to fit down, 
id, O! Mr. Newton, I wiſh, as 
ny father ſays, you were indeed 


hen there would be an end of my 
NRiſery: but theugh this mortal life 
s at an end, and my body will 
on be dead, yet will my ſoul not 
eaſe to live. That will continue 
through all eternity ; and continue 
o in torments; greater torments 
ban any body in this world ever || | 
elt. O! how I wiſh I had I 
— K 3 thought '| iſ 


come to ſee the 1% of me; for | If 
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thought of this ſooner, and early yer 
began in the days of my child e 
hood to pleaſe and ſerve God, and nd 
ſecure his favor; for then I might he 
have died with content and pleas as 
ſure, and not have ſuffered thoſe ha 
agonies of mind which I nowffalh 
endure. But O ! what will nowſlque: 
become of me? Inſtead of having m 
\ behaved fo as to make God Meir 
friend, which I might have done Nu 
J have tranſgreſſed his command nd 
ments, and forfeited his love. Hawiſe! 
commanded me to love him, ne. 

thank him for his goodneſs, and e t. 
pray to him; but all this I hand 
neglected : or if at any time elf; 
went to church, or pretended M c 
pray, I never ſtrove to think Aſteſle 
what I was about; but ee We n 
e verted? 
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Perted my mind with other things. 
Ne alſo commanded me to honour 
md obey my parents; but, alas! 
have diſobeyed them. When I 
mas a child, inſtead of minding 
phat they ſaid to me, and cheer- 
ly complying with all their re- 
queſts; I diſregarded their advice, 

wmmitted thoſe things out of 
eir fight, which I knew they 
Pould not approve, and grumbled 
md muttered at all reſtraint they 
ſiſely thought proper to lay upon 
he. God likewiſe commanded 
he to love my brothers and ſiſters, 
hd to do to every body as I my- 
If wiſhed to be done to. But 
WW command I have alſo tranſ- 
efled ; and though I did indeed 
me my brother and ſiſter, ſtill I 
* | uſed 
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uſed to quarrel and diſagree wil 
them, ſpeaking croſs and unbin 
to them; and never conſults 


provided I could have what | 
wiſhed myſelf. Frequently, like 
wiſe have I told lies, and by diff, 


ceit. I have alſo ſworn, and t: 


with an intention of ſome timed 


other forſaking and repenting Uþ, 


them: but I put off my amen 
ment from day to day, thinking 
ſhould grow wiſer when I wi 
older. But, alas! alas! I litt 


what other people would likef 


ferent means been guilty of de 


ken the name of God in val 
All theſe things I have practica., 


Wit 1 


by f 


ren 
ins 


expected to die before that tim " 


came. My father and motif 


often tried to perſuade me to bel 


YC 
Fin 
ut fr. 
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| Po, Mr. Newton, frequently ad- 
ſed me to live ſo, that I need 
ot be afraid to die. But I never 


| ther preferred going on in my 
In way, and following my own 
Pelination, without conſidering 
ſhether my conduct was approved 


Ind the fad fruit of my folly : 
u minutes I ſhall leave you, all 
Y friends: leave you, my kind 
rents, who have taken ſo much 
ins to make me happy; and 
Ne you, my dear brother and 
er for ever. I ſhall never never 
you any more. I ſhall never 
" behold any good people; 
ut from henceforth muſt be with 


a 


in a better manner; and you 


l boſe to liſten to any of you: I 


f by God or not. And now I 


Wit it is too late; and in a 


— — — — —— — 


and his bounty that fed, 
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wicked fouls like myſelf, enduringÞ"8" 
the excruciating torments of Helfe 
O! how I do now wiſh that I hade f. 
been wiſe in time, and minded 

what you all ſaid to me: I then nf 
might leave this world in peace h 
for I ſhould then have been etz L. 
nally bappy ; whereas, now I mul wi 
be everlaſtingly miſerable. An ef. 
Indeed I muſt confeſs I deſerve tf! 
be ſo, ſor diſobeying the com able 
mands of almighty God; who nd“ 
only made me, and gave me s 
life, but alſo continued to ble" Þ: 
me with ſuch numbers of god rid 
things. To him I am indebi8% 
for every thing I have enjoy die 


It was his mercy preſerved mi hate 


Wer { 


* | 


[> lice * 


cloathed me. And yet I was 
ungratel 


\ 
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ngrateful as to forget him, and 
ever return him thanks for all 
Ibis favors Yetowed upon me: and 
bot only that; but likewiſe to 
anſgreſs his laws.“ Then turn- 
ng haſtily to his brother and ſiſter, 
Jet me beg of you,” faid he, 
of who are ſtill young, to be more 
Preful of your behaviour than I 
ve been of mine; and let the miſe- 
pole condition in which you now 
off me, teach you the great impor- 
ce of being good and virtuous. 

r believe me, nothing in this 
grid is of half the conſequence 
# goodneſs ; and when you come 
ff die you will think ſo too. 
Phatever you do then, in what- 


1 
J 


1 


der ſtate it ſhall pleaſe God to 
{F< you, be ſure to worſhip and 
el 


love 
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love him above all things, and obſ tee 
ſerve all his-laws. Never be. diffng 
obedient to your parents; but cod 
ply with all they require of, youlflis 
= kind and tender-hearted 

body; never be guilty 
= falſhood or deceit, for the (al 
of the greateſt adyantages th 
world can beſtow ;- for this wor 
ſhali ſoon paſs away. You kn 
not how quickly death may ove 
take you; and if you have notil 
the days of your health and youtliſſei 


by virtue and happineſs; gained Mu 
| approbation of your God, fer 
will die in torments.' Th ) 10 


ſtarting up, he caught hold of H 
father's hand, ſaying, in a frig 
ened tone of voice, My fathe 
my father! fave me! ſaye m8 


es 


nf 


ke 0 
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p me from dying, for I am go- 
ng to be miſerable! I know I am; 
nd I ſhall never ſee you more.” 
is father ſtrove to ſpeak; but 
mas. ſo overcome with forrow 

Wat he could only kiſs him. 
Mie unhappy young man then 
Maped his arms tight round his 
aher's neck, and again, calling 
don him to fave him, in that 
readful manner expired. 
Who, my loves, that have it in 
heir power to eſcape ſuch anguiſh, 


- 


iſh 


Meter it? What can be greater 
higolly, than for the ſake of ſome 
Mifling pleaſure, ſo to inſure our- . 
Wes everlaſting puniſhment? I 
n ſure no enjoyment this world 
a afford is worth even half the 
Vor. I. L agony 


e 
1 


K 


Pould ever expoſe themſelves to 
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agony Mr. Lightly felt in his mink 
at only the thought of what t.: 
was afterwards to endure. © Wh 
then muſt be his ſufferings ai 
death? O!] my dears, it is qui, 
terrible to effect upon them | N 

as it will be ſo much more ta 
rible to feel them, let us oft 
meditate on theſe things, thatyh 
may not grow careleſs or negl 
our duty. And then, if we 
good, and at all times endeaw 


to pleaſe God, we need be und ue 
no apprehenſions of ever bet, 1. 
obliged to bear them. For iy 
is a kind and merciful God, y "ip 


does not take any pleaſure in 
puniſhment of ſinners; but Wo. 
much rather they ſhould leaved 
their wickedneſs and be happy: 


| 


ha 


— 
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happy all ſhall be who will but 
rive to be good.” 

But how,” enquired Betſey, 
can people be always good ? I 
m ſure I ſhould like to be always 
Wood ; and yet ſometimes I cannot 
Pelp being naughty.” 

Don't, my dear,” replied Mr. 
Wewton, ſay you cannot help it, 
Tor you certainly might if you 
elaſed. You always now when 
you do any thing wrong; and 
mould therefore avoid it, Py you 

"Fould but take time to reflect up- 
what you was going to do. 
hat a naughty girl was you the 
er day, when you eat that 
Waſted apple after your mamma 
ad defired you not; but you 
1 7 will 


{4 


| 4 


Daf 


2 
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will not, I hope, pretend to ſay;Þ} the 
that you could not help doing ſo An 
or that there would have been am wo 
difficulty in minding what ſhe hai I t 
ſaid to you; for certainly n. 
thing compelled you to eat it, bu 
your own inclination: and ya 
might as eaſily have refrainet 
from being naughty that time, 4 
any other: only you was in a fu 
filly humour, and meanly commit 
ted an action out of fight, whid 
you would not have attempt 
to do, if we had been with you! 
not conſidering that no privaq; 
no retirement, can poſſibly hw 
you from the ſight of God; at 
therefore that it is as bad to of 
a naughty thing when you # 
alone, as if your parents, 
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the whole world were witneſſes. 
And if, my dear children, you 
| would but always remember this, 
I think it muſt always keep you 
from doing wrong. I do not ſay 
but you may ſometimes be guilty 
of m;/Zakes about indifferent things; 
for you 'are not old enough to 
underſtand at all times what 1s 
beſt to be- done ; and you may 
ſometimes, through careleſsneſs, 
aff do what may be productive of 
miſchief, without intending to do 
any harm. But this I am poſi- 
tive of ; you can never be naughty 
and wicked, without at the very 
time knowing. you are ſo. When 
Jou eat the apple contrary to your 
namma's orders; you knew, you 
felt, that you was doing wrong; 
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your conſcience told you ſo, you 
was uncomfortable, and afraid d 
being diſcovered, (for nothing 
makes people ſo cowardly as guilt.) 
And you was' ſenſible that you de- 
ſerved to be puniſhed for your 
diſobedience to your mother 
command. And in this ſtate it 
was impoſſible for you to enjof 
yourſelf. Did you feel haps 


py then, Betſey? tell me, mf 


loye.” 

e No, Sir,” ſaid Betſey, bluſhs 
ing as ſhe ſpoke. 

«© No! I am certain you I 


not,” replied her father. H be 
you even ſaid that you did, bey 
ſhould not bave helieved it ; for! 
know it is goodneſs only can mak 
people happy, and thoſe who a 
| wickel 


purp 


It is 


| Op: 


8 
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wicked will never feel ſo, let 
them pretend as much as they 
pleaſe that they do, or obſtinately 
refuſe to confeſs their wretched- 
neſs; which is the caſe with 
tf fome ſtubborn children, who af- 
Jer they have done wrong, and 
been naughty, will not acknow- 
kdge that they have, or confeſs 
bow uncomfortable they feel up- 
dn the occaſion : whereas, there 
K not the leaſt uſe in their de- 
Ming it, as that is adding falſe- 
ad to their firſt crime, for no 
purpoſe in the world; fince eve- 
body knows, (let them ſay what 
they pleaſe to the contrary) that 
r1Þt is impoſſible for naugbty wicked 
keWople to enjoy themſelves, or 
el happy. God has graciouſly 
__ _ placed 
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placed our conſciences within us, | - © 
on purpoſe to pain us by its reproof & j 
when we do wrong; and to com- ſfult 
fort and give us pleaſure when weſthei 


do right: and by this means to not 


keep us at all times in the prac- « 
tice of our duty. hd 
Would people but conſult theit cant 
conſciences, that is, would they b 
but aſk their own hearts, wheaſſhvin 


ther what they are going to do whe 


right, agreeable to the will dſſjour 
God, and what he will approwſhour 
of, and then do according as thellffing 1 
hearts direct them; would pe 
ple, I ſay, but obſerve this ruf 
they would never be guilty of . 
ſins, nor ever give their conle-W 
ences cauſe to condemn them.” * 

6 

6 PH 
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„ Pray, Sir,“ enquired Sam, 
« in what way do you mean con- 
ſult their own heart? How can 
their hearts tell them? Hearts can- 
not ſpeak, you know!“ | 
„Not in an audible, that is, a 
bud voice, indeed, my dear, they 
irgcannot,” replied Mr. Newton ; 
but if your filter, when ſhe was 
exStoing to eat the apple; or you, 
Mrhen you tore your leſſon out of 
your book, had ſtopped, and ſaid to 
eur ſelves, Is what Iam now go- 
eng to do right? Will it be like a 
e child to do what I have been 
ue ed not?--or, to tear out the leſſon 
ue papa has ordered me to learn? 
e- Will this be acting dutifully to my 
Anxents, and obeying the command 
od, who has told me to ho- 
M SE nour 


r 
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nour my father and mother? = 
And will God be pleaſed with m- br 
for doing this? Had you, I ſay, my ther 
dears, put ſuch queſtions as theft 
to yourſelves, although your hearts V 
cannot indeed ſpeak to be beard 
by other people, you would hat be. 
found them very clearly inform ſt 
you what you ought to do; and youre 
would have fe/t, though you hea? 
no voice, your own minds telling 
you, how naughty and improp 
ſuch behaviour was; and how un? 
fit for a child to do ſo. Let male. 
perſuade you, therefore, my love bin 
never to do any thing in ſuch n. 
lent haſte, as not to allow you se 
ſelves time for theſe, or ſome {ua 
kind of queſtions : and be aſſutiſ 
it will fave you from committing 1 
mim We 
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; [many offences which you will be 
Ierry for, after you have done 
j dem: but then, you know, it 
too late. i Ee 
When once a bad action is 
ne, it can never be undone. All 
e ſorrow in the world will never 
tore the roaſted apple, or re- 
ce the leaves of your book that 
n tore to bits; or give us the 
s faction of thinking, that our 
pet uldren, upon - thoſe occaſions, 
un baved well and honorable. On 
me contrary, we mult» always 
ve Wk they were ſad naughty chil- 
ern, and conſequently cannot have 
o good an opinon of them, as if 
oy had not fo offended.” D 
e But indeed, papa,” faid Betſey, 
tin und indeed, papa,” faid Sam, 
mu e will never do fo again. 
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Pray, Sir, have as good an opini 0 
of us as ever you had; for weg 

very ſorry we were naughty⸗ 
am ſure I won't tear my bock 
more. Nor I,” added Be 
e won't do what my mamma bl 
me not any more. 
1 hope not, my dears, ll 
Mr. Newton, I hope not. 
{till it is impgſible we can hi 
the ſame of you, as if. you had 
been ſo naughty. We have 
given you, you know, in hd 
you will keep your words, | 
not offend any more; but 
certainly mult ſee, that you 
not ſuch good children as if 
had never been ſo naughty: 
every wrong action a perſon 
muſt render him 4 Je xi 


co 
Ge 
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hin he was before; and conſe- 
ieently leſs deſerving of love and 
Feonfidence. And the reaſon why 
od claims our unbounded con- 
5 Pence, and that we ſhould 
bye him with all our hearts, 
With all our minds, and with 
5 our ſouls, is, becauſe he is 
being of perfect goodneſs, al- 
a ys doing that only which is 
Wit and beſf, And the more a 
Erſon endeavours to imitate his 
fections, the more he will be 
emed and loved. And conſe- 
ently, the naughtier any body 
the leſs will he be regarded. 
every ſingle thing you do that 
wrong, you in tome degtee 
e the favor of all good and wiſe 
ple; and what is of much more 
Vor. I. M impor- 


„ 


* 
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importance, leſſen the love alſod 
God himſelf : for he is much ta 
perfect and good to behold wick 
edneſs with indifference, as if 
| were of no conſequence whethy 
people were naughty or not. Ew 
ry kind, and every degree of ua, 
is hateful to him; and he wil 
moſt undoubtedly puniſh it, m. 
leſs we are heartily ſorry for H 
ing committed it; and ſhew ſig; 
ſorrow to be very ſincere, by tal 
ing care never to be guilty of Mar 
{ame again: otherwiſe ſaying Woh; 
are ſorry for it, will be of no Ho 
of ſervice; for there is no ulelWg. 
aſking pardon, and pretending, 
be grieved at a fault, if we p 
'tice the ſame again; for it WI ; 
were truly concerned at 2 late 

_.. 
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would be careful to avoid doing 
tag what gave us ſo much uneaſineſs. 
Nd repentance, therefore, can be 
I ancere, which is not followed by 
be a better life. If then, my dears, 
KF you would wiſh me to believe you 
are both ſorry for the faults you 
were guilty of; the only way to 
make me do ſo, is to ſhew, by the 
whole of your future conduct, a 
arrict obſervance to all that is com- 
ulf manded you: and when I ſee you 
_ Ucarefully ſtrive not to offend or diſ- 
Mobey again, I ſhall then conclude 
you are indeed ſorry you ever. did 
(ef. But go, my dear children, it 1s 
agi now time for you to retire to-bed, 
Pes it is long paſt your uſual hour, 
deo not like keeping you up ſo |} 
+ late; but I hope the important 
h M 2 fabjects | 


/ 
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ſubjects we have been talkiggooc 
about, will be of laſting ſerviceÞarl 
you; and the diſmal accountfhe 
have given you of young Lighſ$ou: 
death, be one means of keepiſfitic 
you from ever coming to 
ſhocking an end, by leading yt 
to conſider of the neceſſity of bÞ 
ing good and virtuous, obedie 
to your parents, and kind and 
fectionate to each other, now in 
days of your youth ; ſince you ci 
not poflibly tell how ſoon it m 
pleaſe God to take you out 
this life; and then it will be ple 
late to repent or amend.” | 
Here Mr. Newton ceaſed ſpe: 
ing; and the children, after ki 
ſing their father and mother, a 
wiſhing the reſt of the compa 
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cigood hight, went to-bed. Iroſe 
early from mine this morning, for 
a e ſake of ſending you an ac- 
Mount of ſo intereſting a conver- 
pation, which, I truſt, you will 
reatly profit from; it being of 
Equal importance to you, to me, 
nd every body in the whole world; | 
Iſo prepare, by leading a good and 
firtuous life, for an happy and 
2. omfortable death, which will 
Introduce us to a glorious immor- 
Fality. That you, my dear chil- 
red may be ſo prepared, let it 
Ipleaſe God to call you at what- 
ever moment he ſees fitting, 1s 
Ide daily fervent prayer of 


Your aufectionate mother, 


M 3 EL1z, ORD. 
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LETTER VII 


Mrs. ORD to Miſs MARY O&D. 

1 
WILL now, my dear Man 
(nothing very particular han 
ing paſſed in converſation ſince 
laſt wrote to your brother) go 
with my deſign of copying frowlf 
Mr. Newton's little book. Nei 
to what I laſt tranſcribed from 
I find the following prayeroj"a 
which, as I think well adapted WpPts 
your capacities, I ſend you. * 
lo; 
ee 
ene 


A Morn 


« 
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© A MorninG PRAYER. 


\ LMIGHTY God, by whoſe 

$3 care it is I have been pre- 
erved the - paſt night from all 
langers, and have now riſen in 
Wealth and ſpirits, be pleaſed to ac- 
yt my ſincere thanks for this thy 
odneſs to me. And I beg of thee, 
by God, to continue to preſerve 
this day from all kind of 
m: particularly to keep me 
m all fin and wickedneſs. 
le me, I beſeech thee, pious 
rards thee, dutiful to my pa- 
ots, /oving to my brothers and 
lers, and kind towards all my 
4 "th creatures. And bleſs, I 
leech thee, my parents, my 
ends, and all mankind. Amen,” 


II. 


1 


NG 


£ \ AN EVENING | 
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« Ax EveninG Prayer, i. 


GOD! by whoſe merey 
* have the paſt day been pt 
vided with all things neceſſary fas 4 
my ſupport and improvement, wllhy 


ceive my hearty thanks for Mun 


fame. And I humbly pray M 
do take care of me this night: Me 

defend me from all dangers, Ag 
to raiſe me up in the morning e 
health and ſafety. Forgive, I Who 
ſeech thee, every thing I halioy 
done wrong in the paſt day; Wi 
grant me wiſdom never to doh þ 
again. All the bleſſings that N 
for myſelf, I likewiſe pray of t 
to give to my parents, my Mene 
thers and ſiſters, and all my felch 

creatures, Amen. Nes 
| | A Pxravil 4 
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EA Prayer to be uſed by a 
CHILD for its PARENTS. 


Auen God, by whom 
all things were made, and 
by whoſe goodneſs all things are 
is * governed; permit me, a child, 
P approach thee, to return my 
here thanks for thy. mercy, | 
giving me ſuch kind and good 

giWrents, to direct and inſtruct me. 
ou, my God, they teach me to 
bow, art the firſ# dire cor and 
ber of all things; and it is by 
bounty that we are daily fed 
ſupported. It is thy 1 
then, that gave me ſuch kind 
ends to take care of me, and 
Kh me my duty towards thee. 
Wc them, O God! I beſeech 
i thee, 
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thee, with all things proper falſÞ: 
them, and preſerve them rouy 
kind of fickneſs and diſtreſs. 
grant that they may never ahi 
they live, do any thing aiſpleai 
unto thee; but always be gal 
and happy; and when they d 
admit them into thy kingdom 
Heaven. Make me at all times a 
tiful and obliging unto them; 
careful never, by my behaviol 
to vex or grieve them ; = letf 


endeavour, as much as poſſible} 

repay them for all their love, 
care of me, which they have tap 
ever ſince I was born. Gra 
O God! theſe my prayers, 
have aſked nothing contrary 
what thou approveſt. Amen." 
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| Theſe prayers, I ſay, my dears, 
fancy you will be able fully to 
\linderſtand ; but I beg you will 
ad them over ſeriouſly, and with 
«Mention, to know whether you 
Por not, before you attempt to 
fer them to Almighty God: for 
hen we approach to the Deity, it 
jextremely wrong to repeata par- 
of words we do not compre- 
Id the meaning of. Prayer, my 
lars, is a moſt ſolemn duty, and 
no means to be performed in a 
ght and careleſs manner, Only 
Jas conſider whom it is we ſpeak 
when we offer up our prayers ; 
Wd ſurely ther, we ſhall not dare. 
171 be thinking, or doing of other 
Wings at the ſame time. If we 
Pie going into the preſence of 
Th the 


144 LETTERS from a © 

the King, to aſk any favour” 
him, or to beg him to pardon e 
offences either ourſelves or frie 
Had committed againſt the law 
the land, and for which we (d 1 


| ferved to be put to death; ſhi 1 
we upon ſuch occaſions, do $ 
ſuppoſe, be thinking about | 

fling ſubjects, be playing v 4 


our fingers, or looking abt 
us ? No ſurely ! Our whole att 
tion would be employed uf 
what we were about; and 
mould doubtleſs take great pt 

before hand, to be prepared to: 
pear, and ſpeak in a proper mi 
ner before the King. How mill 
greater care then, ought wel 
take, when we are going to adi 
ourſelves to a Being infinll 
3 I 
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ore noble and glorious than the 
eateſt King upon earth, even 
Hat Almighty God who is the 
er and governor of all Kings; 
d who not only ſeeth our out- 
Sard geſtures, but alſo the inward 
I | 
Wd ſecret thought of our hearts. 
d if thoſe thoughts are em- 
Pyed about our buſineſs, our 
" aſures, our dreſs, or any other 
Prdly ſchemes, it is to no pur- 
u that we kneel down and re- 
3 form of words with our 
zuths; for ſuch prayers he will 
accept; but, on the gontrary, 
tem them as no better than fin. 
careful, therefore, when you 
er up your devotions to Al- 
ty God, to put, as much as 
er, all wordly things out of 
. N your 

* 
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your heads, and fix ltr mind}, 
upon him only. And that t 
may be the better able to do th 
you ſhould, ſome little time M! 
fore you fall on your knees, e 
collect what you are going to Me 
and not continue ſinging e 
playing, and talking nonſenſe ere 
the very moment you kneel d 
and begin to repeat your prayeſf 
which I have frequently obſet e? 
to be the caſe; = you have ſcaj ! 
been able to recollect even the 
_ words you were going to ſay. Hild 
then is it poſhble your thouglſer 
ſhould be ſerious and devout, Mer) 
fixed alone upon God, your Rr 
tor and ee whoſe meg ſurſe 
you were imploripg, and beggifest 
him to bleſs you with all , iu 

fol cke 
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{ 1 | 
0 brts for your body, and to efi- 
ease the virtnes of your fonl ? 
it is not in my power, you 
ow, to be always with you at 


{Whole times you pray; but as you 
ae in the preſerice of a Being far 
Pere reſpectable than any parent 
n poſſibly be, I hope your are 
eNays ſtudious to behave with 
e greateſt care and decorum up- 
a {uch occafions ; and not, as J 
e known ſome thoughtleſs 
JoÞidren do, gabtle your ' prayers 
er faſt, as if you were in 4 
ary to finiſh them; or rife off 
pur knees, or dreſs, or undreſs 
\enÞurſelf during the time you are 
ul peating them: for be aſſured, 
uch practices are extremely 
foW{icked ; and you might as well 
1 N 2 not 


1 
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not pray at all, as in ſo very um 8: 
proper, ſo indevout a manner. Au: 
this was one of thoſe fins (wh 
I mentioned in my laſt letter) M 
added to young Mr. Ligbtly's uM! 
eaſineſs, when he came to difiee: 
And fo doubtleſs it will to eveiſmer 
body's, when they reflect hf. 
wicked it is to pretend to Wel 
ſhip God with our Jip, whilſt Wit 
think not upon him with ant 
hearts, as if we fancied we cot 
impoſe upon him by outward ſrc 
pearance ; whereas, God judga# b 
not by the external part of our Mor 
haviour, but by the ſincerity Wt 
goodneſs of our hearts; and if 
are. not righteous before him! 
vain is all our pretended af pearatn 
of yirtue. 6 : 
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ge careful, therefore, my dear 


im 
Whidren, to keep your hearts with 
idiligence; fince upon them 


ends your everlaſting welfare. 
beauty and comlinefs ſha} 
Ney: all outward accompliſh- 
Mecnts and learning paſs away, and 
forgotten; even the whole world 
elf in time ſhall be deſtroyed : 
ut the virtues of the heart ſhall 
Wntinne for ever and throughout 
eternity, ſhall receive the re- 
eds which God has promiſed 


ag beſtow upon thoſe, who in this 
ert life earneſtly ſtrive to pleaſe 
y ad obey him, That you, my 
bred children, may make it the 


my Per ftrrd of your thoughts to 
ara Phi ptohstüen, by leading a 
2 : 4 6, N 3 5 | . fe 
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life of holineſs and righteouſnelr 
on earth, and after death be ref 
ceived into the bleſſed manſions dlfln 
eternal happineſs, is the moſt ferfpil 


vent prayer of. a 

2 5 akndh vat 3 ho _ 

Your mduſgent, Sq 

And aff ecuonate mot ber b | 
__Ex1z. Oz 
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Mrs. ORD to Mits Hanxan Oxd, br 


TE. prayers which To A 
ſcribed. from Mr. Nu 

book in my laſt letter to yall 1 
. naturally led me to mi 


fon 
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me remarks on the important 
ety of prayer; ſo that I had no 
ime copy, any more then. I 
vill therefore now write out that 
Phapter, which I had deſigned to 
nd to Mary; but as you all hear 
Ind read every one of my letters, 
er does not at all ſignify which I 
ite to; only I know young 
Mix like to receive a letter di- 
ed to them, and to have the 
Peaſure of breaking the ſeal : and 
r that reaſon, I am careful to 
reſs you all by turns; ſo it falls 
your lot to have the follow- 


Fs chapter. 
ECHAPTER 1. 


V E ſhall not ſteal, neither 
mi deal fal/ely, neither lie one 
ſo mother. „ 
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„ This text of fcripture, oc 
children, is ſo extremely pf 
that you muſt at once be able d 
underſtand it without any ex pla 
tion, farther than the direct wolWot 
contain, You all know ohh 
feealing is, which is here forbillfficy 
den; and dealing falſely 1 th c 
you muſt alſo underſtand to We 
acting diſbone ſtly in any 'reſpey 
is ſomething of the ſame'nataſ 
as ſtealing; yet, in many refpal 
it differs from it, though W]. 
is the greateſt ſin of the gde 
it would be difficult to determi a 
To teal, is to take the propel 1 
of another, that we have no in. 
to, either by open violence, gk 
cretly and unobſerved ! *whiliWme 
ſo great a piece of injuſtice, iſ 


' - 
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dd has ſtrictly forbidden it as 
e alſo has dealing falſely. 

d deal falſely, is 135 be guilty * 
y breach of truſt, or keep from 
a Pocher any thing we may happen 
have belonging to them, after 
Mey wiſh to have it reſtored; or 
charge more for thoſe things 
We have purchaſed for another 
ron, than they really coſt * 
which actions may juſtly be 
led dealing falſely. 

But ! will ſtill more clearly 
ieavour to explain, what I mean 
a breach of truſt, Suppoſe, | 
I inſtance, I was to give you a 
inea, to pay for any thing that 
Wight happen to be brought 
me, when your mother or | 


i 


would 


not in the way; it certainly 


uſes, was to ſpend it upon thin] 


a different action, and chere 
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would be very diſhoneſt, if y Te 
inſtead of Ded it ſafe for 10 de 5 


for yourſelf ; and the crime inf I 
ſight of God, would be the fin 
as if you had unobſervediy gi We 
to my drawer and /zolen the wlll F 

ney from me; yet it is rat Þ 


called by a different name. 
if you were to be intrafied's 4 l 
the key of the apple-loft, of 
ſweetmeat cloſet, it would | 1 
great di i/honefly and breach of M 
in you, if you were to eat tlie. 
or give them away; but yet of 
could not be called ealing, thou 
the /in would be juſt as bad.” WW j; 
again, if you had any thing A 
truſted to you * another peri. 


. 


MaTHER- fe her Cu DR EN. 155 


Peep for them; and was to re- 
e to reſtore it to them when 
hey aſked for it; though you 
| 1d not be faid to wy flalen 
tom them, (till you would cer- 
ar laly deal moſt falſely in refuling 
return it when they required it. 
a Fit I, or any body was to deſire 
hu. to purchale ſomewhat for us, 
4 d you then demanded to be pay- 
more than you had given, this 


: 


ie would be dealing falſely, and, 
D mitting the fin which God 
be 28 ſtrictly forbidden as that of 
. And Joined to the ſe, as 
equal badnels, is likewiſe the 
of /ying. © Ye ſball not ſteal, 

ou th God, © neitber deal fal, ely, nets 
le one to another,” | am ſure, 
$ Were can be no neceſſity for me 
erk | to 


0 
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to explain to you the nature offifiat 
lier that you perfectly know Wi 
ready. All, therefore, that I ſh ii 
at preſent do, ſhall be to cautifft, 
you againſt ever being guiltyme 
fo terrible a crime, which Gn. 
has ſo clearly declared his abhilth; 
rence of; and which all good aÞ t 
virtuous people look upon Wilhes 
deteſtation as well as conten er 
It is a crime of fo mean, ſo ui. 
and di/honorable a nature, that p. 
ple eſteem it the greateſt affiſ fo 
that can poſſibly be offered thelſpery 
to be called by the approbrilffice | 
name of a liar. And there Wer 
numbers of people who wouldat 
wicked enough to commit Went 
crime, yet would highly rel re 


being called ſo, not conſiden e 
| ; OL 
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Pat if they are baſe enough to be 
iy of it, whether they are told 
Fit by their fellow creatures, or 
tot, their crime is in reality the 
ſme; and will certainly be pu- 
ſhed hereafter by God, who has 
bidden it, and who is a God 
truth. It is a vice alſo, that 
Pen once diſcovered, (and diſ- 
wered we may aſſure ourſelves 
B be) draws upon us the con- 
dert of the world, and makes 
fc forfeit the good opinion of 
cheery one. The perſon who has 
YAilice been detected of falſhood, is 
re Fer after credited, let him aſſert 
uleat he will; if he relate any ac- 
it Went that has befallen him, or 
rei remarkable affair he has ſeen, | 
lenugh he may perhaps out of 

l. 0 politeneſs 8 
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repeating it, or to amuſe the come; 


there were no hi: her motives 


wet) 4 lie, ſpall ever enter 
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poltteneſs be liſtened to, {till no o 


believes his narrative ; but 


Wy th 


ſiders it only as a ſtory — "A 


either for the pleaſure he takes hy; 


pany who hear it. If, therefony, 


make us always ſtrictly ſpeak tlth 
truth, than only the good opinidh; 
of our fellow creatures, and hz + 
the ſake of our preſent charattet 
ſurely it would be the high# 6 
folly not to do it. But when\ * 
conſider, that God Almighty, d 
Creator, our conſtant Prejeraffþho 
and our Judge, has given it as Het t 
command, that we **.he nit ho 
another * and alſo has declatien; 
that ** 79 one that maketh (thilfue 


ar 
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Ir kingdom of heaven, but ſhall have 
ih * portion in Hell; for ** lying 
ps are an abomination to the Lord: 
"Wont they that deal truly are his de- 
0 * And be will defiroy tlem | 
) pipes” lenſinr,” (that is wes 3 4 
Lord will abbor the bloody | 
a * ao the cruel) and deceitful | 
un.” A falſe witneſs alſo ſhall | 
| Wire be 3 xd ; and be that ſpeaks 
deb lies Dall periſb. 25 
gb All chele and a great many 
* 
„aptures, to aſſure us of God's 
er Whorrence of the fin of lying: and 
as et there are people in the world, 
ono practice it without ever 
laWeming to conſider the fatal con- 
thiEguences of it. But you, my 
er er children, I truſt, will act 
MM O 2 with 


tore paſſages there are in the 
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with greater piety and wiſdomF,, 
fince falſhood is not only a proc 
of great wickedneſs; but allo M 
prodigious folly, as it is certain ® 
bring us into diſcredit, and makf... 
our words be no more depend... 
upon, than if we were known g 
be fools or mad. And remembeſ 
that we are not only to ava 
telling direct lies, but alſo to kan 
clear of all kind of deceit, both h 
our aclions as well as words." ok 
mean, we are upon no account 
behave ſo, as to make peo? 
think that to be true, which 1 
know to be not ſa. Thus, if n 
body aſks you a queſtion, 
which yes would be the true ſh. 
ſwer ; though you ſpeak not l 
your tongue, ſtill, if you bh 
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Ahead, and by your geſtures make 
ens of ſayiug no, you would 
as effectually guilty of deceit 
hd falſbeod, as if you had (what 
AA called) told a lie. It likewiſe is 
Pually wrong to deceive or miſ- 
uad people, by telling only part 
che truth, with an intention of 
king them think it is the 
Kt Hole. Thus, ſuppoſe I was to 
Ave three or four ſhillings for a 
ox, or any thing; and when I 
atis aſked bow much I gave for 
eo to ſay l gave one ſhilling for 
h Þ | ſhould be juſt as wicked as if I 
1 3d ! pave five ; fince my intention 
„ Juld be as much to deceive and 
ue e the real truth, ky concealing 
e lutfi it coſt; as if T had added 
eher Thilling to it, to make it 
b O 3 appear 


vv 
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appear more valuable than it 
Thus in every. other inſtang Wi 
we muſt always be careful to keeyfſur 
a ſtrict guard over ourſelves, thy 
we upon no occaſion fall into th 
moſt dangerous. ſin; and thougliFyi 
it be poſſible the declaring u 
truth may ſometimes draw up 
us blame for what we have dot 
yet we had much better honelil 
confeſs our faults, though ſure 
be. cenſured for them, than uM 
ſtriving to conceal them by fall 
hood, ſubject ourſelves to be d 
tected, and conſequently * 
and miſtrufted ever after b 
who know it; and certainly 
pole ourſelves to the anger off 
Almighty, who knoweth our m 2 
Lg et thoughts; and W mi 
| a 
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ilſity is diſcovered to man or not, 
ill certainly know it, and moſt 
«> doubtedly puniſh us for it, un- 
s we ſincerely and heartily re- 
Went; and reſolve never to be 
| iy of the like again. It is im- 
fſible for me, my children, to 
it out to you every inſtance in 
Which you may, perhaps, be 
hpted to practice this crime; 
ut what I have now ſaid, I hope 
ll be ſufficient to keep you up- 
al your guard againſt ever falling 
eit. Your own conſciences 
PI) always tell you what is truth, 
what is not; and when once 
gare informed of that, I hope 
r virtue, your honor, and your 
ue, will all be too great, ever to 


N 


mit you to tranſgreſs. I ſhall | 


r \ _ conclude 


words of a very wile and god 


164 1 % nv San * | 
conclude this chapter with thi 


king of Iſrael, whom you wi 
read a great deal about, when yt 
are old enough to peruſe: the Eon 
ble. So great was his dety 
tation of this vice, that he fal 
« He that worketh deceit ſhot * 
dwell within my houſe ; he that tel ie 
lies hall not 1 * in my ſight," 
Having now, my dear Humer 
finiſhed this chapter, I have o 

time to add my molt earneſt 
queſts, that you will all careful 
read and ſtrive to profit from] 
and to aſſure you how fincen 
ane e 719 1 F< 


1 aur ga malen, ; | i 
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$ LETTER x. 


1 


Wo 


V 
om Mrs. Oxp to Maſter THOMAS ORD. 


N my laſt letter to you, my 
dear boy, I gave you a melan- 
Poly account of the death of a 
ung man whom Mr. Newton 
ended. In this, I have it in my 

pwer to inform you of the laſt 

oments of a very different youth 
or. Newton was likewiſe with, 

Wen he expired. But I will give 
ern the account, as near as I can 
. Follegt, in his own words. 
“Well, my dear children,” 
ad he laſt Tueſday, when he came 
me in the evening,) “ a few 

nights 
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nights ago, I related to you th 

ſad unhappy end of young Lizbtur 
ly : I have this afternoonalſs bead 
attending the death of another q 
your neighbours. Poor James Riſe 
is at laſt gone ! But why ſhoulf“ 
I ſay poor James Rite? Hag 
James! I ought to ſay; For, ſured 
he is now extremely ſo. Q ho. 
different. his death to * bi 
Lightly $ ; and yet his body ſufteqn; 
ings. were far more acute. I . 
has for above a twelvemonthb 
afflicted with a terrible compli 0 5 
in his leg, which gave him wit k 
lent pain, " and which at laſt caulÞc 
his death; but he bore it wife 
uncommon patience: ſometimef᷑ da 
indeed, when the pain has be qnly 
exceſſive, he uſed ſilently to fn 
tea 
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hairs; but he never uttered one 
umuring or impatient word: 
ee when his agony abated, not 

r ofly was compoſed; but alſo 
Kiſheer ful. 

oul!“ As I always make it a: caſh 
in to viſit the ſick in my pariſh, I 
{ured frequently to call upon him: 
hold zoung as he was, I found 
at (at pleature in converſing with 
uffeq; and indeed not only plea-* 
- Bs but inprovement alſo : for he 
x befſoned ſo ſenfibly, and talked in 
plaiſpauent and reſigned a manner, 
n vit his diſcourſes might well in- 
cauſÞ& thoſe who were older than 
t wilhſelf. I remember I went in 
ti Eday, when he looked uncom- 
is beqply pale and weak; and upon 


to uiring how he did, he made 
teal v : | me 
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me the following anſwer. In 
now, thank God, tolerably ea d 
but I have been moſt dreadfullſſe 
bad: I have never cloſed my hve 
all night, or had one wink Im 
leep: my pain was fo greatfiffe 
ſcarce knew how to bear it: I 

afraid that I ſhould loſe all hy: 
patience, and murmur. agaliiſhe, 
God; and that you know, Mt 
would have been worſe than + 
the reſt, for that would have be 

wicked; and to be wicked Id ] 
ſure muſt be much worſe than] 1 
have a bad leg: for a wicked n © 
ſon can have no peace ; when 
now, when my pain abates, I i he 
great comfort in the thought t 
that God loves me; and q ext. 


permits me to be ill to try m ei 
0 | tien 


* 
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nce; and if I bear it as I ought 
ap do, will at laſt greatly 9 — 
wie. But a wrcked perſon can 
eve no ſuch comfort as this; and 
CF muſt be very very fad indeed, to 
ether ſuch agony as I do, and 
e no hope of being happy af- 
vards; but on the contrary, be 
pale, that inſtead of being bleſſed, 
, Wt truſt I ſhall after death, they 
an then ſuffer far more than they 
bie ever done in this world. 
1d I am ſure, if the torments of 
hau were to be no worſe than the 
d M of my leg was all laſt night, 
neuen that would be very bad 
Ih bear, for I did not know 
dust to do with myſelf, it was 
d MFext emely bad. I could nt 
my crying; but I tr:cd to be pa- 
tien r. I. P tient; 


. 
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tient; and I prayed to God ., 
make me ſo, and not to ſuffer g 
to murmur or grow, wicked. A 
now that 1 am eaſier, you cang . 
think how happy I feel : my cat ard 
ſcience feels ſo comfortable, at” 
tzems to tell me that I did ny 3 
and that God is pleaſed with M 
ſo that I would _— change pla . 
with any body in the world: Met 
if it ſhould pleaſe God to let $3 * 
be ſo bad again, I hope. he y & 
ſill give me patience to bea 
much as he thinks beſt to let en 
ſuffer ; and then I don't care | 1 
much it is: for if I conti 4 
good, I know God will love nn 
and then I am certain I ſhal Pp 


quite happy at laſt. 8 4 | 


e | 
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in this pious manner did that 
x ear boy uſe to talk; and when | 
Fent to him to-day, O! Sir,“ 
4 ad he, Fam glad you are come! 
"FT wiſhed to fee you once more be- 
Pre 1 die; for 1 heard the ſur- 
Fon tell my mother that I could 
A Pt poſſibly live till to-morrow 
Porning; and ſhe has been cry- 
g ever fince. I wiſh ſhe would 
Pt do ſo; for J am ſure I am very | 
N to hear it is likely I ſhall fo | 
et en be out of all my pain. 1 
Ne ſuffered a great deal in the 
year; but that now does not 
e Brify, and I ſhall ſhortly be 
aalbmpletely happy. If you love 
e, therefore, my dear Mamma, 
am ſure you need not cry: it is 
e J am going to leave you, but 
þ 3 | then 


| | 
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then conſider, I am going to 
God, and to be made happy f 
ever. Only think, how mu p 
you have ſeen me ſuffer ;. and ho 
earneſtly you wiſhed and tri Fl 
every method to give me eal nd 
Rejoice, therefore, with me, mf" 
good friends, that I am now g 
ing not only to enjoy perfect e 
but alſo perfect happineſs, md 
than you. can form any idea, 
whilſt you continue upon carl 
and if you grieve not too muff 
for my death, but continue vol 
as you have always hitherto bet 5 
it will not, you know, be a g ug 
while before you too ſhall | 

wiſe be admitted to partake of F/ 
ſame felicity, O! what a g& ® 
and merciful God is ours, 


1 
£ 
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Þ ot only preſerves us whilſt we 
| pes but after we are dead makes 
ſo completely happy. And 
| that thanks, my dear- parents 
"nd friends do I owe to you,” who 
| 14 me the way to pleaſe 
. by doing my duty. You 
rays told me, the only way to 
E happy, was to take care and 
good. And glad I am that 1 
ea 
art owed your advice; for now I 
Id the advantage of having at 
| times obeyed: you, and done 
E ole things which you told me 
= Pught.. It was you taught me 
1 duty to God, taught me to 
> of 


me 


to him, to love him, to 
© my. truſt f in him, and ey 
4 commandments. And it 
you taught me to Bone 


* 25 and 
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and cheerfully obey yourſelveſs 
and to do to all other peoplgt 
as I wiſhed them to do unf, 
me. You alſo taught me f 
abhor every kind of evil; 
upon no account to be guilf 
of the fin of falſhood. For 
this your kind care of me, G 
I truſt will greatly reward y( 4 
Ahd he is now mercifully y 

ing to make me eternally hap tr 
only for having done as .) 
adviſed me. What the joysÞ v 
Heaven are, Which I am be 
going to receive, I at preſin. 
know not; but I am ſure Mie 


will be very great. I am d 


I ſhall be perfectly happy; 
never mere feel any pail 0 
uncaſ 


— 
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Lveſeaſineſs, How bleſſed a thing 
oplgn it is to die! We can never 
unf thankful enough to God 
e | bis kindneſs in letting death 
iſ an end to all our cares 
wil ſorrows. And no pains. 
or we can poſhbly take in 
world, can ever be too much 
yqſecure to ourſelves the fa- 
er of God, and the delight- 
app tranſports I now feel.” 

; WW Juſt as he pronounced the 
$$ word, he ſunk down on 
1 bed, and expired without a 
brenn. How bleſſed | how de- 
e Mie an end.! Ol who that 
m iders the vaſt difference be- 
; en his death and that of 
ainth's; would ever, for any _ 
cal | pleaſures - 


176 LIZTT ERS frm E 
— or profits of this wol 
be guilty of any ſin; or for 
difficulties they may meet wil 
neglect doing their duty? BF 
when we confider that th 
deaths are but the beginning, 
entrance upon that ſtate ei 
of joys or torments, which is 
laſt for ever; when we con 
this, I ſay, what madneſs nf © 
it be, to live ſo as to loſe! 4 
Felicity of the one, and rect N 
the miſery of the other? ÞF 0 
quently, therefore, my dear q 
dren, call theſe things to WW. 
remembrance; and be aflu” 
that no pleaſures are equal 
the comfort of an happy de 
nor no trouble equal to the 
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of a miſerable one. And 
only way to avoid ſuffering 
„one, or to ſecure the enjoy- 
Wt of the other, is at all times 
Wendeavour to be good: to 
Pre God, and keep his com- 
ments, for that is the whole 
if of man.” | 
ere Mr. Newton ceaſed ſpeak- 
and we ſpent the reſt of 
tyening in converſing on ſeri- 
ſubjects, which the account 
ad given us naturally led 
of but I have not time to 
„more at preſent (for the 
aſa,” Juſt going out) than as 
ul to beg you will conſi- 
1 det lhe contents of my letter; 
"het bod Almighty grant you 
Wt. | to 


rc 
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to profit from it. 80 pry 
and ſo, till the laft moment 
her life, will continue to g 


Your A fectionate mothen 
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